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Excursion to the “Labyrinth Cave” at Moronio
- a underground stone pit from prehistoric time!

Cabbage White(Pieris brassicae)

The "Labyrinth cave” is located in Central Creteefgklion Prefecture), to be reached frataros
[Zapbdc] towardsAghii Deka [Ayor Aéka]. The route leads through several small villages through
Moronio [Mopdviov] (next village is calledPlouti [TTAovtn]). Almost 1 mile after the villag&oronio a
small, rusted, and easy-to-be-overlooked metakpbat the right indicates the way to the cave. Ad th
point follow the right bend slope for around 1 muiletil the end point, a kind of turning circle. Tbave
entrance is 30 metres away.

The cave isn’t a cave in the true sense - it's rikedy a tunnel system already used in prehistonees
(and disruptive) until the 19 Century for the protion of slate stone as "underground quarry”. Téneec
system consists of several interconnected largeetuwith identical, very low ceiling height of ampt
180 cm everywhere. The slate rock was mined aaogidier packets (whose split-level tiev~_

are clearly recognizable). Left standing individpaickages act as "Supporting pillars”; s ¢ _
also subsequent figures with description. A pratess evaluation of this "cave" would be ST
worthwhile task for mining archaeology [Montan aeblogy].
The mining archaeology is the branch of archaeolgigh uses information from landmark §

and findings of the mountain- and metallurgy (= iminengineering) to interpret. It does ni .
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The "cave entrance" (not more than 180 cm in hdghhot show the full extent of this underground imjnarea

representing the inside with impressive proportidrige picture right shows the "Cave entrance" fioside. Left

part of the picture shows clearly the layer pacgketich have prescribed height and surface of trestcuction.
Photos U. Kluge 2004



The left figure shows (square, probably "moderafnels which really are a single surface and aeneé'partitions”

(pillar blocks) by the impression of many labyrimburses. The right figure shows a (terraces rélahded) pillar

block, with beginning travertine education and esitter at its front. Signs of a prehistoric ageta$ mining area.
Photos:H. Eikamp 2004

TheLarge White, also calledCabbage White(Pieris brassicae)

The main difference betweéh rapae, the Small White an®. brassicae, the Large White is the significant
difference in size. In advance the first distatkl@lmost reaches the edge of the discoid celhefftont
wing.

The moth is a typical synanthrope and does occaliyoextensive hiking flights within his large ramgn
the spring, yellow eggs are individually (or in shggoups) stored on wild growing cruciferous; howsg

in summer, preferred in mirror from 200 to 300 sron collard, usually on the bottom of the shebe T
base of fine hirsute Caterpillar is dirty yellovergely black patched. The back and page linesediaw
abdominal green-yellow and the head is black. Tiue g prefer areas of settlement to pupate at walls
hibernate. The yellow-green belt doll is coverethvlilack dots; it bears two yellow bars on the badie
large white is to be found regional on Crete indovand middle altitudes; its frequency varies frgear
to year.

The figures are showing moth, eggs, grubs andad®tlbrassicae.

The figure to the right shows thgavyleaf sea-lavender a plant from the family of thé&lumbaginaceae.
Limonium sinuatum is a multi-year, up to 10 cm high plant with densfiorescence, white or purple. Flowering
period May to September, to be find primarily irastal but also in the Middle mountains.

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling [Art.-Nr. 2.808§ Zitat-Nr.5.904 — impr. eik.amp 2004



