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Informationen zur Umwelt und fir Naturreisende auf Kreta: Vreiko Cave
Information about the Environment and for travelgr Crete: o

Excursion to Vreiko-Cave /Orno-/Thriptis-Mountain (South Crete)
Ant genus(Messor ssp.) and White-lipped snail (Cepaea ssp.)

The cave is located in the spur of Beo-/ Thriptis Mountain range near the villagefkis [I1evkot] in
the southern of Crete. Therefore you take the oyathe south coast froherapetra [lepanetpa] towards
east (directiorSiteias [Inteiac]) for approx. 12 miles througKoutsouras [Kovtcovpag] and Analips
[Avainyig]. Here take a left at the village exit towards thlks and Pefkis (about 4 miles). Approxi-
mately 0.6 miles before the villagrefki is right a small asphalt runway, take this (algprax. 0.6 miles)
uphill until a lock (turning circle).

From here it goes only "by foot". Follow a "traifitst straight ahead (200 m) and then left of ltiikside
(approx. 400 m) to the cave. The cave entrancedsed "spacious”, but still easy to miss; it isdeiad
below the crown of a fig tree growing out of the&eaA wire fence secures the vertical access (fotep-
tion against crashes of goats and sheep); it letopened and closed with wire loops (please doiss
to close again!). Although a staircase with a haimdacilitates the vertical access, the cave isdevel-
oped for tourists (in the traditional sense). lesitdis not easy to walk because of soil debriacks and
very narrow aisles of cave (with very steep "chésiheomplicate a large-scale exploring, which dtou
not be done without sufficient experience and emeipt. A safe visit should therefore restrict itgelthe
first main hall of the cave, which is below the e&s on the®llevel. Also it is worth seeing and impres-
sive and at any time the worth. For "inexperiencade visitors" deeper inspections (from the mail) ha
should end at the barrier which border the maih(sak figures) for security reasons!

Because the cave is still not archaeologically erad) unfortunately nothing is known about a pdssib
"use" in prehistoric time. Also speleology (spetepl = scientific study of caves) this Karst cave/as
not sufficiently been explored and mapped so, atiyr@o further data is available.
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The entrance to the Vreiko cave (via a wooden lgddem outside left) and insiderfght).
Photos:H. Eikamp (2004)



Pictures from the main hall of the cave (centrege)and the barrier towards further levels (leff aght
images). Photos:H. Eikamp (2004)

Ant genus (Messor ssp.) from the family Myr-

Ant’s and also feed of the larvae.

The presence of housing gastropods prima
from the family of “typical snail” (Helicidae) ,
is masses in patches on Crete. Most commn
species are “White-lipped snailsCdpaea ssp.)
and “Stone snail” Chilotrema ssp.). All “shell
snails” live exclusively from rotten organic me
terial and attack rarely live plants. Zoologic
they among to Gastropoda s and owe this na
due to the fact that they creep "on the bell
However this is a fallacy. They do not glid
s above ground and plants on the belly but rat
~ with a broad creep-sole also able to clutch

' the ground. Worldwide there are over 100,0!
, ~ snail species, with and without House, in t
ol J . water in the mud or country alive.
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Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling
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micinae is often found on Crete. The extreme dif-
ference in size between the “workers” attracts
attention within this dark brown to black coloured
species; besides small in stature with also small
heads there are real big once with big heads (see
picture). They live in underground, far extensive
nests. In addition to animal prey they collect espe
cially plant seeds, they take into the nest ant sor
by flora and distribute various nest chambers. The
seeds are later freed from the seed shells; tHé cha
is removed from the nest and deposited on special
waste places. The seeds are chewed by the work-
ers and mixed with saliva; the amylum is gradu-
ally transformed into sugar. This creates the so-
called "Ant bread", the main food source of the



