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Fossils find spots on Crete
Fossil find spotGouvesll (Miocene), North Crete

Referring to the leaflet N®@11-04/E of CRETE Info: Fossils find spots on Crete (Miocene)
where we reported about the geologic-paleontoldgioaditions of spots and its fossil content, fallat this
point a further description of a find spot@buves where also many fossils are found. Some of thdirfigs
(2004) are presented at below pictures and shaudriggions. The place of discove@ouves llis to be reached
as already described within leaflet no. 011-04tlofv the directions here up to the text passagéuntil a
sheep and goat farm is visible on the left”. Indted the left turn, follow the road for another eiowards
“Old” Gouves. There where the uphill road leads into the v#laturn left into a “road” (hollow-way) which
follows a brook bed and serves as left-hand /easteg road ofGouves In some steep, up to 2.5 m high slope
areas of the road are open Miocene layers, with soine but variety fossil findings.

To the below shown fossil remains, it should beedpthat it is not a pointed excavation with tagegesearch; it
are invariably findings, made during a reconnaissam site at single embankment sections.

Picture left
is showing an
outcrop (left
the road)
within the
embankment
of the field
trip road. At
this point is
the  finding

; place of 3
snake eggs where 2 have salvagedshabriele Mo-
schner.

Picture right is showing the 2 snake eggs which are
present in "Stone core conservation" and whose cavi
ties are filled with loose sediment. The eggs have
average size of approx. 35 x 18 mm.

Photos:left: H. Eikamp / right: G. Moschner (07.2004)

Fossil snake eggs (Squamaturum ovum) are extreraedyand most publications go back to the time&F0t
1900, where the Oologie had its heyday. Due tostifeness of objects fossil egg findings are raré lamown
only from a few monuments, e.g. Offenbach (Hessenf@ny), Neuleiningen and Gruenstadt (Rheinland-
Pfalz/Germany) and Bouxwiller in France. The fossibke eggs now found in Crete are comparable thih
objects of these places, without exception haniiestone core conservation. This applies in palaic(in ad-
dition to conservation form) to the egg shape (dnede evaluation by the Szielasko “s quotient) thedratio of
egg value of longitudinal and width axis. A comparn of the fossil egg data with recent egg valunescates
that the fossil eggs come from a snake which bedamgler the recent scheme to the land and tree gaitu-
bridae).
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The left figure shows an unusual find. It is thé& Rap
from the inner view of the unequal flap cldvionia patel-
liformis (formerly Pododesmus patelliformis) from the
family of Anomiidae (saddle oysters). It appearattred
in the Miocene; its main occurrence is in the Rdiwe and
in variations exists until today. From Crete iseally one
find known (see Literaturl). The right figure shoMenia

unusual sculpture: instead of radial groins or gridic-
tures it shows knobs rows at regular intervals hRigteral
of the vortex we find the grow point of substratéhout
knobs structure. The shell is approx 4.9 cm wid#, e
long and 3.7 cm high..

Left Figure shows a variety of diverse fauna obthplace
of discovery. The conservation status is quite wRight
flap of aChlamys; right flap of aOstrea (they are the most
common finds), the barnacklegabalanus sp., missing
their both shutter flaps, approx 2x2 cm in sizeudl of a
sea urchin, the largest one is broken but still &1 in
length. Right Figure shows more representatives fioe
family Pectinidae:Amusium sp. (Miocene — today). You
have the conspicuous straight edge with two edrewB
are the flaps of two individuals. The bigger sh®IlL5 cm
high and 11.9 cm in length. The larger flap is simow
holes from the boring spon@&iona sp. in the bottom left
corner.

The figures show an irregular sea urchins livinghie
sedimentConoclypeus sp., sidewise and seen from below.
His presence is in the tertiary. The find is dikefiiom the
upcoming sediment in approximately 1.60 m high of a
probably former, now laid open cistern duct. Intcast to
the very sandy facies of the aforementioned fihisis
more diagenetic consolidated and fitted with crasse
gravel.

Text and pictures from Gabriele Moschner,
Frankfurt am Main.
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patelliformis from outside. The shown exemplar has a very



