NATURWISSENSCHAFTLICHE
ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT

KRETA Umweltlnfo

: OBERTSHAUSEN -

CRETEEnvironmentinfo M OSBAGH &.V.

- NATIONAL COMMITTEE ENVIRONMENT CRETE
I nfo- b u I | etl n - N 0 05 2 ) 04/E (Ecological awardees 1984 of county Offenbach a.M.;

- certified with European Ecological Award 1987)

ISSN-Nr. 1614-5178
Publisher: NAOM e\ Public relation, HEIKAMP / U. KLUGE @& +49 (0)6104 - 490614 Alexanderstralle 42
Internet:www.kreta-umweltforum.déwww.nluk.de E-mail: klugesei@gmx.de 63179 Obertshausen

Informationen zur Umwelt und fiir Naturreisende auf Kreta:
Information about the Environment and for travellgr Crete:

If the gods wear grapes ...
Cretan Wine — a gift of Dionysos

According to legend the Cretans learned viticultitoen Dionysus the God of wine and ecstasy, who
came across the sea to Crete and maAreting the daughter of Kinglinos. The wine press of a Mi-
noan manor irVathypetroconsidered (around 1600 BC) as more eloquent gstn€rete winegrowers
thus look back on a 4,000-year-old tradition, beeaaiready in early Minoan times the art of thacuih
ture came from the Orient to the island. Since tip@pes are grown especially in the Soutlraklion
aroundArchanes Ancient authors, from ®MER, THUKYDIDES up to RRUSANIAS, were full of praise for
the Cretan wine.

The most important wine-growing areas besileshanesare aroundafnesandPeza(Prefecture Irak-
lion). Noble grapes also flourish in the area n®#ia (Lassithi Prefecture) andissamos(Prefecture
Chania). Mostly in cooperatives, Crete growers poedapproximately 60,000 tons / year (which is
approx. 15% of total wine production in Greece).

Cretan wine, this is first and foremost has alwagen red wine. Th#andilari grapes give a pleasant
sourness, a rich tannin full flavour and deep m@dwr, while theKotsifali grape is responsible for aroma
and sweetness. Also the cultivation of grapes Hergroduction of white wine is becoming increasing|
important. The preferred grape variety is the jraihd floweryVilana grape which gives a fresh white
wine with light Apple aroma.

Until today only a small part of the good wines gjaethe export. The largest amount is still preatutor
own use. For a first wine tasting in a tavethjma a strong, pink wine is advisable.

HiPPOKRATES said about the wine: "Wine is a thing, suitableimwonderful way for the people, that the
drink is used in good and poor health meaningfd &nthe right extent applied, in accordance wii# t
constitution of each person"” — in this sense: “Célée

Wine delivery in cooperative in
Archanes the Cretan wine
growers wait patiently in end-
less lines until it's “their turn”
(fig. left).

Sweet smell is in the air and the
streets stick from the dripping
juice of the grapes

It is weighed, sampled and
unloaded in the "container"
without any rush.

A ‘"central pillar" (fig. right)
leads the grapes from the "con-
tainer" to the processing in the
factory.

Pictures: H. Eikamp(9/2004)
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The pictures show "Impressions” from the Oil anch®/Museum affiliated to the cooperativeArchanes
Pictures: U. Kluge(9/2004)
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