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Excursion to the gulf cave of Mesa PotamilPrefecture Lassithi
Oleander hawk moth Oaphnis nerii)

You get inevitably to the gulf cave (at least drpasst) if you from East to the Lassithi-Plateau.fi®m
Neapoli (betweenAgios Nikolaos andMalia) towards South vi&/risses andDrasi and fromAno Amig-
dali (towards West) oveArgiro Nero, Exo Potami and Roussakiana to Mesa Potami. The mountain
pass road (Selena Mountains, 1599 m) has been eddamd renewed in the last years beliteta Po-
tami (direction Mesa Lassithi), where the cave outdsepame visible, approx 1.8 miles afidesa Po-
tami (right of the road).

The cave lies under a fault line at the escarproétdyer packets and probably arose as a resut#oef
tonic movements in the bedrock. The current "caxaess” was only uncovered through the road con-
struction work and was previously not open (vigibleis about 160 cm wide and almost 60 cm highe T
access leads for the first 10 m as a “creep turinéd0 degrees angle downwards. Hereafter it extena
about 180 cm width and approximately 160 cm heggid leads almost vertical into the mountain. The
vertical "tunnel” leads at least 30 metres into dieep ("Stone drop sample™). Until now the expamsio
form and size of the cave was not studied. Theeetfoe caveshould not be examined alonespecially
since their (in)stability due to the fault is natdwn and loose material in the ceiling rock repnésan
additional source of danger.

Vo tu i

The figure on the left shows the caves entrancavbef two ("displaced”) layer packages; the fightithe start of
the vertical “tunnel” (10m after the entrance) desi Pictures: H. Eikamp (2003)

The described, Eastern access route in the Laggéttdau goes through a wild romantic and impressiv
mountain scenery. There are countless "discovepprpnities”: e.g. a spring source at a hillsicee(8°
Page), just a few meters after the village exiVi@sa Potami (right of the road), which will, after approx
7 miles as a small trickle, be included into a sewf a stream at the Lassithi-Plateau.



On this route you can meet even the locals in tinedi-
tional dresses providing their agri-products (oemg
nuts, spices, olive oil, honey and not least salinbd
Raki) at street stalls for sale.

The figure on the left shows the source describvethe
first page; the fig. right a local in his traditeindress
who offers his agri-products from own cultivatiaau(-
ing the tourist season) on the road. Also a photwt a
problem (if you ask before)

Pictures: U. Kluge (2003)

Oleander hawk moth Oaphnis nerii)

Oleander hawk moth belongs to tBahingidae (hawk moths) and is a subtropical and tropicalhspecies that is
native in Crete. Characteristics: it is a large kamoth, the wingspan is 9 to 13 cm; basic colouwofgs and

body is moss-green; along with it a bright violatlgping marking. The Oleander hawk moth is hardawfound

with other species and is regarded by expertseamtist beautiful hawk moth at all.

The caterpillars are green with 2 white longitudlisi@ipes, in whose vicinity are small white dothere are two
large bluish “Eye spots” on the front body. Aduley are 10 to 12 cm long. They cause a very chenatt eat

image to Oleander: the leaves are eroded to 2/8ddition some flowers and buds, then the larvaeento the

next branch. The pupation occurs between leavélseoground.

The Oleander hawk moth only becomes active aftek dnd flies then to strongly fragrant flowers, tho®lean-

der, to suck nectar with its long proboscis. Thsting occurs on Oleander bushes individually atdbgom of the
foliage. Therefore see also (source): NAOM Leadfet 64004 of the ‘UMWELTburgerinfd at http://www.kreta-
umweltforum.de/schmetterlinge.hti@erman only) ohttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daphnis_nerii

Moth and caterpillar of Oleander hawk moth, which dee2 generations in South Europe: May — July anduutp September.

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling [Art.-Nr. 2.907, Zitat-Nr.7.841 — impr. eik.amp 11/2010

Palaeoanthropology (I) new homianl species found!
Homo floresiensis ("dwarf-human")

On the Indonesian island of Flores the remains pfexiously unknown human speciej
were found in a cavédomo floresiensis was just 1 m tall and is extinct 13,000 years ag
The Fund dated to 18,000 years reveals only a lma@imme of 380 cubic centimetres. N
other prehistoric human had a comparable smalhb@irrently it is the assumption thajs
it is an "evolutionary contraction" ¢lomo erectus, as it is known from the Pale biologyjii
from isolated islands. How the lady from the “LialBga cave” came to the island is one
many outstanding questions.

Info sourcewww.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/erde/0,1518,druck-3248thtml|

Skulls by comparison: left
dwarf-human; right modern
humar



