NATURWISSENSCHAFTLICHE
ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT

KRETA Umweltlnfo

: OBERTSHAUSEN -

CRETEEnvironmentinfo M OSBAGH &.V.

. N C E C
Info-bulletin-No. 055 e 04/E (Ecological awardees 1964 of coumy Oflenbach &M

certified with European Ecological Award 1987)
ISSN-Nr. 1614-5178
Publisher: NAOM e\ Public relation, HEIKAMP / U. KLUGE @& +49 (0)6104 - 490614 Alexanderstralle 42
Internet:www.kreta-umweltforum.déwww.nluk.de E-mail: klugesei@gmx.de 63179 Obertshausen
Informationen zur Umwelt und fur Naturreisende auf Kreta: Papayyt
. . ) KouptaAirtng

Information about the Environment and for traveller Crete: Ravine -

aliotis

Excursion to th&Kourtalidtiko-Gorge andMonastery Preveli

From Rethymnotowards South (towardSpili) you turn off (ap-
proximately 4.3 miles) befor&pili in the directionKoxare

(Plakias). About 1.8 miles behind the villagéoxare the road
leads through theKourtaliétiko-Gorge where the river
Megaspoétamoarises, who flows into the Libyan seaPagveli.

His mouth area situates a beautiful sandy beaclghwis ac-
cordingly frequented during the tourist season. Rhesr Valley
is densely covered with Palm trees, eucalyptus teewl olean-
ders: the sandy beach can be reached from thelRrewgastery
on a gravel road to the East. Therefore turn lest pefore the
"Prodomos Prevéliruins while crossing the river over an ol@
Venetian stone arch.

The Kourtaliotiko-Gorge is wild and romantic and very windy
(the wind seems to be "caught" between the Gordis)w&atty- |
corner a possibility of stopping (parking lot oretleft with a |
good look in the deep canyon and the river Vall&jurch
"Kyriakis" is located right the road (further forvel, which is
hewn into the rock and is worth to see.
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In addition to the mouth dflegaspotamosat Preveli (fig. above right), the lower pictumwis showing views of
the Kourtaliétiko-Gorge (left) seen from the main road when coming fréva village Frati and (middle) along the
river. The fig right shows the Church “Kyriakis” thiin a Gorge rock right of the roa@lictures: H. Eikamp(2004)



Further on on the well signed road towards Mongd®eeveli, which meanwhile has been complete as-
phalted, you first reach the ruins of Monastery tt&K&reveli”. The old monastery is located clos¢hi®
river and was earlier named “Moni Méga Potamou” ¢f\stery of the big river”). It is now abandoned
and restored currently; a visit is therefore natglole!
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Pictures from the currently under restoration MoesKato Preveli Pictures: U. Kluge (2004)

From the "old monastery" the street leads furthmvards right around the mountain to the "new monas-
tery" Preveli, where a big parking lot is in frasftits entrance and where you have a wonderful \oéw
the coastal area. The monastery of Saint John\hadelist is not one of the oldest monasteriesreteC
Only towards the end of the Venetian reign it madeppearance and experienced in theatgl the 19
Century a large heyday.

The monastery is currently also renovated and aexawill be build (2004). Apart from the Church and
the small Monastery museum complex (as compareth&r monasteries of Crete) it offers little sigigts
ing; in this comparison it attract attention in Hrey way; while the other monasteries of Crete"angry-
free", the visit to the monastery of Preveli cos® per person(although its written 2.50 € on the ticket).
It creates an impression of "rip-off* of touristghich is further enhanced in the light of the fexedessi-
ble) sights of the monastery.

4074

1EPA CTAYPOTIHMIAKH RMONH
AT, IDANNOY T 3
nee
i

Views of the Monastery
Preveli: left, the reno-
vated part with church,
besides a old building
row.

Pictures: U. Kluge(2004)
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