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Excursion teAgio Farango Canyonand Karoi Alpeveg

Kali Limenes

Monastery Odigitrias / South Crete

By car you get to the Canyon (and the MonasterynfMatala to- |
wards South vié&ivasto Kali Liménes The road is asphalted up t
the Monastery Odigitrias, which was founded in the $5Century.
The Monastery, where in August the feast of thes&d Virgin is &
celebrated, is worth to see but unspectacularlytiNof the Monas-
tery, an already heavily plundered Minoan tomb clexgChatzianos®
Li6fyto) was found in 1979. It includes two roundages, pits fo

bones, burial- and mortuary-cult chambers and afosed courtyar
with plate floor and altar. The complex dates friba so-called Earl
Palace period (Early Minoan Age: 2600 - 2000 BGgréfore see al :
our leaflet No. 032-04/E and 033-04/E. N

Area of the round graves complex

Fig. left shows the Church in the courtyard; fight the "Xopatéras Tower" of the fortress of thenastery, which have
proved 1828 during the revolt against the Turks. Pictures:U. Kluge (2004)

The road forks at the monastery (right it lead&/&thy Iremia), which we here follow straight ahead
towardsKali Liménes and which just behind the monastery changes irttack. Follow this for about
1.6 miles (therefore you will pass a riverbed) éman turn right on a gravel road towards the Canyon
You can drive with a normal car up to the point véehthe gravel road first crosses the river bedh@ur

on is a gravel road (which is passing the riveragdin and again) and which is recommended only for
off-road vehicles (or by foot).



With an off-road car you can drive for another &ifes, here is a “metal fence” which delimits thagl
road to a sheep fold. Here is still nothing to §een the actual canyon. You can continue downhillyo
“by foot” (for approx 1 hr.) along a narrow pathretitly on or in the river bed. Now the mountainpgs
are closer together and you can see (after a éeftl lof the river) the Gorge in front. In early Gtian
times many hermits lived here in the karst caveook slopes (up to the end of the last centuryiictv
are already visible at the beginning of the Gorgd are very numerous here. Therefore Awio
Farango-Canyonis also called th€anyon of the hermits At the end of the Gorge we reach the Church
of Agios Antonios, which was built in a rock niclace the religious centre of the area. The lasisept
was built in the 18 Century and still consists in its former shapeatodOn a Hill are the remains of a
Minoan Tholos tomb. From here the Libyan open sea laeautiful Bay with a gritty sand beach is ap-
proximately 15 minutes away. Bay and Canyon caa hés reached by the sea (by booked tours from
Matala).

Fig. left shows the gravel track in the navigabdet mf the Canyon, which leads once left, oncetrajtihe River, which needs
to be passed several times on the 2.5 miles long Wae middle picture show karst caves, and nichdhe Rocky slopes,
which mostly are located at one level and can s up to 30 sgm. The figure on the right showach formation with a
view to the Bay just before the small South Harbigali Liménes, where RJLUS at his travel to Rom should have entered
Cretan ground. Pictures: U. Kluge (2004)

Three of the four European Gecko species are fauiittete, in-
cluding theMediterranean House Gecko or more commonly
Turkish Gecko (Hemidactylus turcicus), which can reach a siz¢
of up to 10 cm. Its top is yellowish to light brovamd slightly
translucent. In addition to the characteristicsthed body is the
lack of eyelids a typical flag. The animals areiactmostly at
night and primarily hunt insects.

The shown "teen" (approx. 7 cm long) visited ushi@ evening in
our accommodation and "helped us hunting spidess®n though
he had to cross the cobwebs on the ceiling whilagowithout
eyelids. For the jumping spider hunting this wasegessary (it
builds no grids). But she mostly escaped (on ambiog of the
gecko) by quickly abseiling from the ceiling witterh"security
line"

The pictures show a Mediterranean House Getlani(dactylus turcicus) and
(small image) a jumping spiddpltilaeus sp.), which both are very common on Crete. Pictures: U. Kluge (2004)
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