NATURWISSENSCHAFTLICHE
ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT

KRETA Umweltlnfo

: OBERTSHAUSEN -

CRETEEnvironmentinfo M OSBAGH &.V.

. NATIONAL COMMITTEE ENVIRONMENT CRETE
I nfo-b u I | etl n - N o . 075 ) 05/E (Ecological awardees 1984 of county Offenbach a.M.;

certified with European Ecological Award 1987)

ISSN-Nr. 1614-5178
Publisher: NAOM e\® Public relation, HEIKAMP / U. KLUGE @& +49 (0)6104 - 490614 Alexanderstral3e 42
Internet:www.kreta-umweltforum.déwww.nluk.de E-mail: klugesei@gmx.de 63179 Obertshausen
Informationen zur Umwelt und fiir Naturreisende auf Kreta: Mivwikr MoAn

Information about the Environment and for travellgr Crete:

Noupviwyv

) . @ Minoan Town
Minoan settlementGournia / North-east Crete of Gournia
Dice snake Natrix tessellata

The ruins of the ancient settleméhburnia are about 12 miles south-eastAgfios Nikolaos immediate (right) at
the North-coast road towar&sitia. The ancient name of the place is not known. Tedagme Gournia" comes
from the Greek word "trough”; derived from stonedavood pools that were found at the beginnindghefdéxcava-
tion (1901-1904 by H. A. Boyd). The settlement cerfrem the mid to late Minoan period (1700 - 140D)Bbut
was already used as a settlement place in thetNieglaround 2800 BC).

The ruins of the former "City" are crossed by nerrécobblestone™ streets, just wide enough for packnals.
The foundations of the houses indicate single rbaitdings. Remains of the houses are grouped arawsylare
and at the highest point of the hill was a "Palagdthough Gournia with about 15,000 square metersn to be a
small town, it on the other hand probably had gstategic importance for ancient trade (becauss foroximity
to the sea). Here probably the goods were "trapsiif to transport from sea overland up to Sou#te;rather
than to circumnavigate the dangerous Cape of Sid#figitors here learn about the more "practica#intthe "ar-
tistic" side of the Minoans. There probably wedengside living and handcraft areas, also warehoaseé Palace
areas but strictly separated.

The archaeological finds from the excavation peeog kept in the Archaeological Museum in Heraklithe site
is daily open from 9.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. and tat V& a fee of 2 € (per person).

Total view of the “city hill” ofGournia seen from the North (from the sea). Picture: U. Kluge (2004)



Dice snake Natrix tessellata

The dice snake is found on Crete only regional lim-
ited because by its way of life it's bound to pawtar
habitat types (rivers and lakes). Is to find ortl\sjae-
cific locations and thus one of the rarest of the 4
shake species on Crete (see also leaflet No. 0/E5-04
Leopard snake). The best known occurrence of the
dice snake is about 30 miles east of Chania, on the
only sweet water lake of the island, the Kournakel.a
at the foot of the Lefka Ori. The Lake has a diamnet
of about 1 mile and a deep of up to 45 metres. fied

by underground springs.

The touristic untouched shore areas of Kournas lake
the dice snake habitat.

The dice snake belongs to the genus of water sma#tgeaches a length of 75-100 cm. Its body colades in

many grey-, brown- and green tones, the bottomisin@ightly coloured. "Dice-like" spots are arradgn longi-

tudinal rows on the back. It mainly feeds on srfiah, but also frogs and newts are on its diet. @enal snake
mainly stays in water and can dive 20 minutes (ander). Its going ashore for the winter rest amele¢gg laying.
Mating occurs between June - August; it lays 5 o028l eggs; the slippage of Cubs is 4-6 aftehédf $nake feels
threatened, it aspirates sibilants and sometimdgerpes mock assaults. In addition it can give al fuelling se-
cretion of and play "dead". The non-toxic dice snekconsidered extremely "biting lazy".

Whether in the water (figure left), overhead (fig.
middle) or in the bank vegetation (right figure),
the dice snake feels only comfortable in and near
the water. Its preys are (as the snake itself)
"bound to the water"; protecting and preserving
of these habitats are indispensable for the sur-
vival of this species on Crete.

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling




