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Monastery Chrissoskalitissa / South-west Crete
Firethorn (Pyracantha) / Willow-leafed pear (Pyrus)

The Monastery can be reached over the most
western North-South-link, from Kastelli in the
North-West toward<lafonisi in the South-
West. To do this, you drive along the West-
Coast toVathi. From here follow the right
branching side road towards Elafonisi with its
on the Caribbean reminding "Dream beach"
and the small, same-named, offshore island.
Monastery Chrissoskalitissa is about 3.7 miles
before Elafonisi on an about 30 m high steep
rock, directly on the sea. The monastery was
built in the 19' Century and is presumably
(according to references) on the remains of an
older monastic installation (fZentury) from
the Venetian period. The legend says that one
of the 99 stairs which lead to the monastery
entrance is of pure gold, but only those can
realize this stair who are "pure in heart and are
without sin”. Also the name of the monastery
originates from this “golden stair”. Today
only one monk (EKTARIOS) and one nun
(THEODOTI) are living in the monastery.

Especially worth seeing (except the resort
itself) is a dark painted Marian icon in the
Abbey Church (Chapel). The main feast day is
the 18" of August, the great Marian celebra-
tion day.

Soldiers of the Allies hide out in the monas-
tery during World War Il. After the occupa-
tion by the Germans they used the monastery
as a prison.

The figure above shows a general view of the menasThe figure below the sanctuary with lconossaisethe
Chapel; in the right part of the image is the nineddoti.
Unfortunately, we haven't seen the "Gold stair'imyiour ascent - but who among us is without sin?!

Pictures: U. Kluge (18.08.2002)



Firethorn (Pyracantha coccinea)

The up to 4 m large shrubs of this genus from tleslikér-

ranean have glossy, evergreen leaves; the up tonddm

bent branches carry trusses of small, white flowars
spring. In cooler regions the narrow, up to 3.5 lomg,

leaves take on a darker colour. In autumn the shedrs
fruits. The exceedingly numerous (edible but nduina
taste) berries are bright red, but also yellowrange.

Willow-leafed pear (Pyrus salicifolia)

The up to 8 m high, frost-hardy tree with daintyre

ing twigs and willow-like leaves is only rarely fod

on Crete. The long leaves are initially velvetyriai
the small, creamy white flowers in the leaves (atho
bent. The small (not necessarily typical pear-stpp
fruit ripens in autumn, which stain brown afteredip
ness. The summer- or half-evergreen trees of |
genus originated from North Africa and are relaiv
of the Apple-treealus). They are bred since centt
ries and were cultivated in many variations (v:
culta).

Pictures: U. Kluge/ H. Eikamp (2004)
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