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Informationen zur Umwelt und fiir Naturreisende auf Kreta:
Information about the Environment and for travellgr Crete:

Monastery Kaliviani (almost like a village)
Dung beetle @syphus schaefferi)

The Monastery compleKaliviani is located at
the Messara Plateau (South Crete), close to the
main road fronMires to Timbaki (about 2 miles
away fromMires). The complex is very roomily
and acts like a village. The monastery is dedi-
cated to many social tasks and accommodates
besides an hospital and an retirement home also
an orphanage and a seminary for girls. In Monas-
tery own workshops for weave and other handi-
crafts where also is taught (Needlework School),
for the country characteristic goods are made
' which you also can buy or visit a small exhibi-
tion. Worth for more than just a intermediate
stop, the remarkably well maintained facility
represent itself special in the spring by a large
variety of plants.  Pictures. U. Kluge (2004)

When passing the entrance portal large Palm todesnder bushes in white and pink or hibiscus tiefesnd
right of the road form magnificent scenery agathstmany buildings. Besides the frescoes of thep€hespe-
cially the facade of the main church with its oregms and icons is worth to see. The history ofyedaunnery
goes back to the TSCentury. Monasteries have always played an importae in the history of Crete. They
were not only centre of religious and social Idaf also places where the doctrine, the art, seiend not least
the ideal of freedom have been cultivated. Mongdtativiani exemplary follows this tradition.

The fig. show besides the entrance portal (to)right side wing of the main church (left) and thack tower (right)



Dung beetle @syphus schaefferi)

Very early the Dung beetle of genus scarabaeuaroased the curiosity of the people
by forming manure pills and their transport. Thetleeforms balls from dung which
he often rolls inches to bury it in favourable s@ilanure balls can not dry under-
ground). There are this herbivorous pills usedwm aiet, and breeding pills to the
egg laying. The scarab lays its egg in the sphdriehwthen is home and food for its
children. Males and females share the work atrbtilation of underground tunnel
systems and fill in the larval food here. Dung kesetalso called ball-roller) play an
important role in nature with this by eliminatingny animal excrements.

Scarabaeus sacer as well asSsyphus schaefferi attract special attention in the Mediterraneare fiteless
ball rolling of the small beetle (dark coloured a&® cm in size) must have remind his namesake the
Greek $yrPHUswho is condemned in theaATAROSto roll a stone up a mountain. Just below the peak
stone slips away, rolls back to the valley am¥81ushas to start over.

The Scarab, of which Plutarch thought, there werly onales, was appointed as a symbol of self-
perpetuating creativity that gives birth from dagka to light. Like the beetle form his balls anidl tteem

to his, the scarab accepts the Sun in the Westadisdt across through the underworld to the Easigre
the Sun rises again in the morning.

Replicas of the scarab (in stone or faience), wiicriptions and symbols were and will worn as ohar
and jewel and shall support spirit and creativitygddition to the function as mojo); they are syt

being.
- N

At least together they take care of the offsprind ke at this time in “Monogamy”

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling [Art.-Nr. 3.032 Zitat-Nr.7.97(Q impr. eilk.amp 2/2011




