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“Geotop€ in Agios Pavlos
- probably unique in Europe! / Literature

Directions: Agios Pavlos is a village within the bay of Melissa in Southe@, around 16.8 miles southeas8pifli. FromSpili
drive towards Agia Galini and branch off right sifyifter the villageNea Kria Vrissi towardsAgios Pavios. It's about an-
other 8 miles from the branch to the destination.

The route leads (from the junction), after the laltops are crossed, in many (partly narrow) satmes
down to the sea. You should not flinch from doirgduse it is rewarde( j "% &m0 e
with great views and at the end of a unique laruscéiere you find, 1
besides peace and “Crete pure”, particularly geo#bghighlights
(“Geotope”), which are unique in Europe.

The Bay of Agios Pavlos has a special microclinzateé miles of beache
invite for swimming. You should not miss to walkewvthe great "Dune”,
it offers magnificent views of the coastal formasoand the two islands
PAXIMADIA in the Libyan Sea.

The picture above right shows the “Crocodile”, whiguards” the bay of Agios Pavlos. On the "mouth”
of the "Crocodile" a dark water line and "Water k#drat the rock mark the North dumping and upldtin
of Crete which happened in the late Pliocene ageatty Quaternary, which led to the present corstour
and the island was raised to about 1.5 m froméhe s

The picture series shows the probably most phopbgra rock in CreteDipLoNo PETRIS. The folded rock
formation is "on the back of the Crocodile” andl@bly knows nothing comparable in Europe (fig.)left
next to it detail pictures of rock folding. The kolormations documented an alternation of limestiaye

ers with chert layers in the Pindos range. Thedarsmnts deposited in a deeper Sea basin (the Pindos
Ocean) formerly deformed by the alpine fold teatsnfalpidische Orogenese)[see also our leaflets No.
081-05/E “Geological structure of Crete’054-04/E “Geomorphology of Crete” and17-04/E
“Geotope on Crete”]



Fig. show a view (“from the mouth of the crocodjl#irough a so-called sea arch emerged from times afi a littoral cave (left) and from the
“Dune” to the beach area of the bay (middle). Tigerfght shows Agios Pavlos seen from “the backhef Crocodile” towards inland.
Pictures: (3) U. Kluge / (3) H. Eikamp (10.05.2005)
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