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Souré-Cave:
Cave of “99 Holy Fathers” atAzogires/ South-west Crete

Azogiresis located about 4.3 miles northeasPafaeochora and can be reached via a
well signed road. At the entrance/dogires, the path to the cave leads (immediately
before the first tavern) left in the mountains. rarbere its about 1.2 miles up to the
cave, the first 500 metres on a asphalt road,dsieis a gravel road which sometimes
is to navigate with a 4WD only. After exactly 1.48les points a sign (fig. left) to a
path and the cave. From here you have to walk.

After 50 metres you will reach a fence-passageadiast another 50 metres a gate. The following “blim
to the mountain is solved after approx. 250 m. @ihieance to the cave than requires an approximagely
metres deep climb-down because the entrance twatreeis located on a plateau within a rock circhs (
climb-down is a relatively easy passage for adulilsunsuitable for kids - due to the "step heighthe
entrance to the cave is situated on the right efdée rock circus. Three (3) steep metal ladd€asuf
tion, some staves of the ladders are missing) lead dowrsmall "altar" and approx. 70 m deeper in ad-
vance into the cave. Although a little light incimkéo the cave through a cleft, it is not enouglexplore
the 2 aisles branching off the “Altar” or other {saof the cave. In addition to some experiencesarifi-
cient lighting applicable equipment is necessaf\gado” is generally not recommended.

Figure left shows the access path to the entrance ofditleaircus. Thepicture in the middle shows the
climb-down to the plateau. Thucture right show the cave entrance.



The uppepicture row shows the climb-down area via the firgff) and second ladder (middbécture):
right the cave exit seen from th& tevel of the cave. Thpictures below show a view out of the rock
circus (eft) and the grottos church where the holy fathersilshbave prayed. It is located on the hillside
opposite the cave.

Based on the history the "99 Holy Fathers" camérete from Cyprus at the end of thé"i@entury un-
der the leadership of Saint John. Here they livetil their death in th&ouré-CavenearAzogires. Based
on the legend, the cave@buverneto on theAkrotiri peninsula is in direct link to this cave; therefeee
also our leafletNo. 042-04/Eat our homepage. Saint John adjourns to herevéoals an eremite. Previ-
ously the fathers swore that for the case thatobriieem dies the others would follow him to deakfier
Saint John died due to a "hunting accident"Admotiri, the "98 Holy Fathers" also died in tBeuré-
CavenearAzogires.
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