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The ancient graves at “Lappa” (Argiroupoli)
Church of the five virgins”

You reach the destination when you turn off frora tational road (E75 / 90) Rethymno -
Chania towards South in direction Episkopi andcadiellthe

street over Archontiki towards Argiroupoli. Shoréfbre the §
village Argiroupoli turn left towards Kato Poros. h
After the first right turn its only a few metrestila signed path leads uphill to the church and
necropolis (which belongs to the ancient city “Lappnd is located about 1 mile away of
: Agriroupoli). Because this path should not be usted, advisable to park dense on the road-
= side; to the destination then is something aboQtr6tres walkway.

The chamber tombs (necropolis) are all left the imahe hill side. A small amount is represent befthe church,
the most are behind the church. Unfortunately tiemdbers before the Church are no longer in goodl é&eed)
condition; classified as "unspectacular" they weoelonger rid of the vegetation growth and therefor some
places hardly to be identified as flat chamber terfdyergrown). The many behind the Church locatedbers
are obviously also not maintained, but are stiltdspectable condition. Spacious rock tombs withkeisé burial
chambers lie here close together in the mountaie féctures).

Upper picture series (from left to rlght) Buridiambers before the church and the ascent to thetclofi the “five virgins”

(fig. right)
Below picture series (from left to right): Burigh@mbers from the area behind the church whichaaget and better preserved




According to the statement of leaders, 5 sarcophage been found within the small and simple chiyset fig.),
which was, based on references, arranged in'tri@esitury BC until the 7 Century AD and where five “virgins”
have been buried. That it really have beeingins” is scientifically probably untenable (they wer®pably five
young women). Many signs point to the fact that the chuwvas build later in front of the burial chambeda
“window-like” wall opening allows the “today’s vieWnto the burial chamber.

The left picture shows the hill-sided internal wallthe church with the "opening to the burial chemi (yellow

arrow). The wooden door stands left of it on a lefithe other two photos show the inner chamber &vperhaps
the sarcophagus’s stood.

To sum up the ancient tombs at "Lappa” are ceptaialrth a visit even if some questions remain, antigular to
the handling with cultural assets and its presemtatith accompanying documentation "on site".

The ancient grave sites (necropolis) belong idilelihood to the ancient city "Lappa”, which isckted, accord-
ing to Greek archaeologist’'s guesses, "below" tlesgnt location Argiroupoli. So far only anchoriplgces have
been found during excavations. It is therefore meslithat the former city was connected to the &sniémote sea
in the North over courses of rivers. According te mythology "Lappa" was founded by Agamemnbrfter a
first destruction in the*iCentury BC it however blossomed again under Roralm came in the following under
the influence of Byzantium and was razed by the&as” in the §' Century BC. Many architectural details in
Argiroupoli show the Venetian rule. Who goes witien eye through the community finds many witnesseke
past; e.g. a floor mosaic from th€ @entury AD. The outside of the former ancient ¢ltgppa” located necropo-
lis is not unique on Crete. This kind of "Cemetsties known from other places of Crete (since thaddn times
until today, where the cemeteries of villages disooutside the settlements), e.g. the necropdlisf Armeni
(therefore see leaflet No. 049-04/E); also heré'din@veyard” has been found, but every hint of ¢tberesponding
settlement is missing.

Y Based on Greek mythology Agamemnon was the kiniglyfenae. As Commander-in-Chief of the Greeks, he
led the Greek Princes against Troy

2 Originally nomadic desert tribes were known asaBans who lived in the area of today's Syria andiSara-

bia. These desert nomads occurred in 7. Centuapearance and created a vast Empire for one aatf een-
tury. The term Saracens however is not clear; #nlsaracenus is borrowed from the Greedarakenos, whose
origin .is also unclear.

¥ Necropolis designates a larger funeral and blgssite of antiquity and prehistory and early higtor
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