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Cretan Handcraft: Traditional (Cretan) chairs
Visit at a traditional joinery in Kastelli-Kissamos

The essay was written by "LefterisProf. Gunther Freihe)t who lives in Crete and who accompanied us when
visiting the traditional joinery and we here thadain for doing so; therefore see alsow.kreta-kurier.comand
www.kissamosnews.gr

In Kissamos region there is only one carpenter wiakes the
traditional Greek chairs. This company was founiteti930 and
is operated exclusively by the famiiouridakissince then. An-
tonios (56) took over the company in 1970 fromfatber and is
now continuing the traditional work, assisted by thiree sons.
Thus the survival of this operation will be (hodgfusecured for
the next 50 years.

The picture shows Antonios (right) and two of lees (from left
in the picture).

Picture: Lefteris

Visiting the work Hall of Antonios, you get almdslain" by chairs that are stacked up to the cgilin
between there are two band-saws, a lathe and aglamachine. Decorations in the backs of the chairs
are still "carved by hand" or cut out; see fig.dvel At present, the family can not complain abotlack

of orders.

Picture:U. Kluge(21.12.2005) Picture: Lefteris

Customers are still private persons who providé tichens with the "un-
comfortable for foreigners™” chairs. Of course tlggbst customers are sti
the occasional Kafenion or Tavern. But chairs dse ardered from othe
countries.
Also repairs are made by Antonios. The seats oirchehich are woven
from bast or rob (in handwork) are given "out ofi€d"; see fig right Pic-
ture: Lefteris
Very good news is that the sons of Antonio mainthi@ tradition out of
their own interests. Thus some typical Cretan aalture is preserved.



Below some pictures from the working hall and exlspf typical Cretan chairs from the range (are th
prospectus) of family @URIDAKIS.
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Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling [Art.-Nr. 3.012; Zitat-Nr. 7.948]impr. eik.amp1/2011



