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The Cave Church “of holy cross” in Kalamafka (OF HOLYCROSS

Asclepiusdominate the "Church Mountaimi shadowy existence

Kalamafka is located about 15.5 miles southAdfios Nikolaos and is best reached over the North coast
road (of Agios Nikolaos towardsSitia). In Istro (located afteAmmoudara andVathi) turn south to-
wardsPrina. The next bigger village aftérina than isKkalamafka on the south-east edge of the Dikti-
Mountain.

The Cave Church dfalaméfka is located on a hill on the edge of the
village (see fig.) 230 stairs lead uphill from tiage centre to a plateau
and the entrance of the church. She is locatedmwattave, to which a
p— — few stairs lead down; whitewashed rocks illu-
minate the Church room in the cave (see fig.).
From the plateau you have a wonderful view on
the village Kalaméafka and the Dikti Moun-
tains. The Holy CrosSpummm=
(see fig.) is on the}
north-eastern part o
the plateau and i
accessible  via -
o , "beaten path” (left of s
e, B 8 A the Church entrance) =
More (annotated) pictures of this sight: see phatoe end of the body. Th¢®
mountain plateau was (according to the archaeabgitudies ofP. Faure) &
used since the medium Minoan time (1700 BC) tocthssical period (2 Cen-
tury BC) and served in this time also as refugevéa

O "IETPINGL BEOT” The "Church Mountain" is by the way, according toiafo panel
B i o Weneim a1t 6o o RO i i (see fig.) also a visible "God seat". About 700 fterathe village

‘“’P"'i “;‘mﬁmm ;ﬁﬂﬂmmm‘m\mw exit (on the main road towards lerapetra) is a rfocknation to be
' 'nwwmm#u: .:'Jﬁwm:,‘“‘;;.t seen on the western part of the mountaintop,

O i s RO e Which should depict the head of the Greek de &
w:;g;':::'ﬂ e w:::qi!md[igm mpoodroe  Asclepius” during the appropriate position of th ;
T ek nurd ekt wlvan opard nnd e Sedun now canyel | SUN (Seered mark at fig. 1). His "facial features'

o warthesal oray sy s axg e T should be visible (in the influence of shadowini /i
Mpomoxl Ta supax i wov mpoedmon s wiispa | especially during the summer months betweer |

ﬁ?%‘“%ﬁWﬁWWﬁﬂm p.m.and 5 P.m.! | sl

b Asclepius (transliteration of the old-GreR&x\nmiog, in Latin tradition as Aesculapius, in today’s €ke | s
AockAnméc) is in Greek mythology, the God of healing. In gobooks, the Greek God is identified wit
the person of the Egyptian polymath and doctorsolein as transmission in the Hellenistic world vie\ |

(adder); see fig. (Louvre, Paris). This Asclepiod became a symbol of Medicine (doctors).



The upper series shows a "look back" on
the first 100 steps to the mountain pla-
teau, from where you have a wonderful
view of Kalamafka and the Dikti moun-
tains.

The middle series show the entrance to
the Church on the rock plateau as well as
access to the cave of outdoor and indoor.
The two bottom pictures show the Bell
Tower in the battlements of the mountain.

Pictures: U. Kluge / H. Eikamp (19.12.2006)
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