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Red Palm Weevil Rhynchophorusferrugineus)
German Bioacoustics technology detects the beetlague!

Rhynchophorus ferrugineus is not a term for English tourists, but a non-gatious species of weeuvil,
which, native in Southeast Asia and immigrated é\Meica, leaves
literally said “broken existences in the Mediteean (and increas-
ingly on Crete and the Balearic Islands). The mgybized, pro-
' boscis armed insect rankles invisible through pairoves and
leaves a trail of destruction as globalizationlidisionment. In the
% = style of "The very hungry caterpillar" the Red PaNMeevil rankles
: ' (see fig.) through the leaves of the plant and sagewell in the
strain. A few days later the infested Palm dies(sffe fig.) and
crashes. It is hard to get the beetle with chersjda¢ can exclu-
sively be killed in the larval stage. Following theotto: "What
looks like
aPalmisa
Palm and

we go in-
side", the beetles drill small caves in the stre : :
just below the Earth and tiny holes in the nod e A

and deposit their eggs. In the cover of the tou ﬁ
Palm stem then grows, in joyful consumption

the plant inner life and externally completely ul :
noticed, a new generation of weevil. An ear. &t
detection of infestation is therefore probably t
only effective antidote probate.

infested plants can be identified in the early etdgy the extremely weak noise of the Palm Weawide
(see fig. page 2) and not when the snack artiste hampleted their destruction. The detector (sge f
page 2) works with 80 decibel gain, i.e. incredmefeeding sounds to "Jet level". Fast and conglgte
acting is needed after the screening. After detegthiof the propagation direction via satellite tooa

the Palm trees is felled and disposed in situ. mlmn the site is the safest method of disposad, er
prevent further outbreaks. Transport of felled,nteoninated” Palm material on open trucks and "Dis-
posal in Botany" leads to a further, large-scaleag of the pest. The BvL devices were used in c&ree
except in Crete, also on Rhodes.



With pesticides which kill everything around (indlog the
predators of the Palm Weevil) the beetle is naatkle; he is
protected by the strain.
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Often attractant traps are incorrectly used; theice the beetles in masses.

Entomological keyword:

Palm Weevil belongs to the family Qurculionidae (weevils), which worldwide 40,000 60,000 species
belong to; about 1,200 species are described foydeu The weevils are probably the largest familglb
living beings. Like the butterflies they underge@amplete metamorphosis from egg to the larva awd an
doll to the final insect. Beetles and larvae (altraksspecies) are Phytophagous, which means, feresl/
on plants. Weevils can reach sizes of 1.3-20 mrpguéing on type) and are clearly identifiable oa th
rostrum ("proboscis”). The antennae are mostlyqegaie: the first link (= Antenna stalk) is greadly-
tended, followed by the angled appointed multi-nmahantenna whip. The colour of body varies accord-
ing to the type and is covered with scales (much tihe butterfly body). The legs are strongly depel;
the feet are five-nominal. The foot bottoms aresggnhairy. The beetles (usually) pass through onky
generation per year. Wintering occurs frequentigrahe Metamorphose.

For  further information about the Red Palm  Weevil ees Wikipedia at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhynchophorus_ferrugus

The oldest bug was discovered incidentally 1944shekarda in the Urals (Russia) in layers of the Pe
mian age. This geological period lasted from at&8@ and 250 million years ago today. The find from
Tshekarda received the generic nam&sbikardocoleus.
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