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Information about the Environment and for travellers in Crete:

Villa of the Lillies & Sanctuary of Zeus Thenatasn Amnissos Antiquities
2 Excavation sites, which can be forgottesven without seen

Preface: In references to our forums contributiathiw the forum “History of Crete / Archaeology” thithe title:
do not follow uninformed signposts “Archaeologisék”, in the following 2 examples which are preidesed for
this reference.

Within the village Amnissos Antiquities (between uBioes and Karteros) on the north coast of Creteutad
miles east of Iraklion, are one behind the otheigls to archaeological sites at the entrancegwittage (on the
Old Road when coming from Gournes): Villa of thdlieg and Sanctuary of Zeus Thenatas (see figwijelo
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Villa of the Lillies Sanctuary of Zeus Thenatas

The first (and only) sign with the reference to thélla of the
Lillies” is located right behind the village entnsign (see fig.
right) and leads to the right into a side-road taisahe beach. We
followed the about 300 m long road a couple of srhack and forth
before we discovered the remains of the Villa betwbouses, gar

dens and parking spaces. Enclosed and from ncasitssible (un- A m n | SSOS
less you receive permission from an owner of a @daggo through
his garden or his yard up to the fence) are heregmnants (founda A 1] t | q u | t es
tion walls) of the mansion - and testify “nothingxcept, that times
ago a building stood here...! (see fig. below)




No difference to the reference to tH¥ &rchaeological side, which is located about 408nmard, also at
the end of a right bending off side-road. We sezdch long time for “Zeus Thenatas”. Likewise after
about 300 m towards the beach, following a patbugh a private ground, we arrived at an “unofficial
camping site where at its right border also thdassd and un-signed excavation is. (see fig.)
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One is common to both excavation places: theydaly untraceable “hidden” (which finally is prolhab
good), and appear gone to rack / scruffy. Garbaghsiposed over the fence into the excavation airea
both sites (we had violent effort to find a pergpec“without garbage” to find at least some extepti-
cally presentable places to photograph); also #getation takes already possession of the aréaalt
mystery to us, how they act here with cultural rty but then still refer with signs to it, worfisl me.
Perhaps we misunderstood it and the statementl@fah applies here: “Every tourist location at @ret
must have its own excavation site for its tourisfierhaps it is regardless how it looks or if tieter get
information (at least with small information-boar@bout what he/she sees / or should see. Welhade
seen enough for this day!

Note: Further examples of such “excavation pla¢ast outrage at the cultural property) can be &tsd
in our leaflets No. 126-05/E and 206-07/E via oamiepage, navigation column History of Crete / Ar-
chaeology.

© Pictures: NLUK-Archiv; 2007 Ute Kluge/ H. Eikamp)

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling impr. eik.amp 05/2012

PHOTOFUNIA )




