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Informationen zur Umwelt und fUr Naturreisende auf Kreta:
Information about the Environment and for travallar Crete:

Bunker from World War Il (level Plaka) at Vamos /Prefecture Chania
(Archie [for air defence & for sea targets] at CapDrapanon [Souda])

Preliminary remark: To complete this leaflet weeiged numerous background information from the menslof our
forum; therefore see at (in German onlyittp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/wbb2/thread.php@tdid=110§ also the
members of the “Forum der Wehrmacht” supplied irtgodr hints, see at (in German onlyttp://www.forum-der-
wehrmacht.de/thread.php?threadid=1988bese links provide so many more details andrinftion. At this point we
thank all Forum participants for their support amr eesearch. The afterimage shows a view from tiekér of the
Souda Bay.

You get to the bunker complex #fokkino Chorio if
driving on the North coast of Crete, eastGhfania from
the villageKalives towards the villag®laka. In the well-
known resort ofAlmirida , you follow the road along the
sea until you reach the junction on the leftPlaka. In
Plaka itself stay on the wide main street, until you tget
the end of the village where you must turn righhiligo
Kambia. In Kambia points a sign on the left towardg
Kokkino Chorio. There turn right before the place at t
Church, and at the fence with the many mailboxege (S§#
figure right) turn right again. From now on, follothie
directions to the Chapel of Agios Giorgios whichlas
cated adjacent to the bunker complex.

According to historical sources, in particular ¢ Infantry Division led by Corps E was deployed iret@:
Battles atSouda Bayand foray oveRethymno to Heraklion, (05/27 — 05/30/1941). Hereafter the Archie Com-
pany 11I/65 was used to back up the coast on bumtbssof Iraklion and particular atamos Archie Company
[1/16; Quotation about the section Rethymno / Gaglhttp://www.lexikonderwehrmacht.de/'GR 16 in Re-
thymno; 1./16 in Spili for the protection of the 8b Coast and the island Gavdos and the heartlafid; protec-
tion of the Coast of Jorjupolis to Panormon; Pi.BtlPrines; I./AR 22 Arjiupolis, Adele und Rethymr8./Pz.Jg. in
Rustika; one Archie company in Armeni, later at #igort of Rethymno; AA in Perama; 111./16 in Wasmo
"(Vamos). As of February 1943, the"21D as well as the TlAir force field-Division were active in the Nortf
Crete; in April 1944 die 22 ID & die 133" ID; from October 1944 the 133D.
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Starting point to the bunker complex is the Chajmgbs Giorgios (see fig. above left). Left hand of the Chapel
leads a new road up the hill (to the bunker). Fhare you have a good view at the ruins of the forsabsidiary
facility with a memorial plaque at the foot of thiid (fig above right & below)

Right of the chapel leads a footpath (from the ehapuare over five steps) to the entrance of themanitions
dump which was built in the mountain (see fig. beleft). The ammunition dump is connected insidethe
mountain to the bunker. In the entrance area torthitions bunker is also a memorial plaque (sgelfelow
right.)
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;E{I}?xTHKE ME KATANATKALTIKH EFF AEIA TON M-'Ill'm“ m‘?‘ﬂuln [
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0. ARETEPZH MNHMEIOY KAL MOYIEIOY EBNIKHE ANTIETAIHE |

T0 EXRAHEIALTIKD EYMBOYALD B¢
oK XALR YO0 CYETAZH OPTANATIRH

The bunker system is probably a German artillemgkien for heavy shore batteries, probably afterrtiie con-
struction type M 272 for ship guns with a range0fkm (~ 12.4 miles); for further details seeww.luftschutz-
bunker.d¢
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The bunker very reminiscent of the great naval shattery, like e.g. a naval archie battery foratredefence or
surface targets. They exist of a control stande(ndnstruction 178), artillery embrasure (rule ¢tartdion 272),
ammunition dugout ((rule construction 134 and F&)2dnd further subsidiary buildings (rule constroctof se-
ries 58); for more details sefdttp://www.7grad.org/Exkursionen/Atlantikwall/atlgkwall.html].

The sketch shows the structure of a pillbox be wanson rule “M 272" for
17 cm-ship guns with a range of 20 km. It considtsvo rooms of ammuni-
tion in the rear and the battle space itself whieeegun was.

The following picture from the place (with shortsdeption) show further
views of the bunker complex.
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Images are showing 2 pictures from the entrandbéammunition bunker from inside towards outsklectric
cable for “lighting” are left on the ground of thennel and at the ceiling but not usable (missargds or genera-
tor) Therefore a flashlight is needed for plannespection. The image right is showing a by a rgilienclosed”
shaft (close to the stairs towards the control fpomhich probably was used as a “well” (diameteprap 40-50
cm). It has a depth of some over 9 m.

The pictures are showing impressions from the animoandugout within the mountain, which has muléplater-
ally mounted adjoining rooms (storerooms).



Info-bulletin-No. 325-10 Page 4

P
=l

Via a staircase in the mountain you can get froenrttunitions storage area into the control centee (gure in
the middle) of the bunker on the mountain. Thelaryi embrasures are well visible from inside adlwe from
outside the bunker. The outdoor complex of the bumkas restored.

© Pictures: M. Eleftheria 14 x,U. Kluge 4 x (2008), Luftschutzbunker-de (sketch)

Further information about the German occupatiofCadte during World War 1l can be found at our itdaflet
086-05/E at Ipttp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/6@&E.pd} and about the guerrillas stroke
“Andartes” within the Internet afhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andartes#Andarie$or this see also our leaflet at:
[http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter en/30BE. pdf].

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling NR: Geschichte Art.-Nr. 2.928; Zitat-Nr. 7.862]impr. eilk.amp 11/2010

Promotional: Welcome to the “Bergischen (Rhein)Land”

Crest of the family Eikamp

[Gerhard von Eikamp (1294-1326) and Heinrich vokaBip (1303), knight in
Eikamp]. The name “Eikamp” is derived from “eynkdmyghich means “fenced
ground”: forest and/or willow.

The crest painting was done on referenc®bagmar Harmsen (Berlin) *
Literature: Gerd Miiller:Odenthal - Geschichte einer bergischen Gemeinde, E

Kierdorf Remscheid, 2. Auflage 1987. This book atemtains a ,directory of

inhabitants* of the earlier, free village Eikamporh beginning until today a ElKAMPHOETB
urban district of the municipal Odenthal. Tradigbrtare operates the resident "Theatre and MJVI.O.HE GARI\h
Club Eikamp eV" s. u.: http://www.theater-und-maiverein.cof)f the Hotel ‘Eikamper HENe” has s s . = oo 21

its own homepage; there seefatd:/mww.hotelonline.de/hotels/hotel-eikamperteséhodenthal.htin | 21 km von Ksin ]

10 km von der BAB-Abfahrt Moitzfeld




