NATURWISSENSCHAFTLICHE
ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT

KRETA Umweltlnfo

: OBERTSHAUSEN -

CRETEEnvironmentinfo M OSBAGH &.V.

- NATIONAL COMMITTEE ENVIRONMENT CRETE
I nfo- b u I | etl n - N o . 334 ) 10/E (Ecological awardees 1984 of county Offenbach a.M.;

certified with European Ecological Award 1987)

ISSN-Nr. 1614-5178
Publisher: NAOM e\ Public relation, HEIKAMP / U. KLUGE @& +49 (0)6104 - 490614 Alexanderstralle 42
Internet:www.kreta-umweltforum.déwww.nluk.de E-mail: klugesei@gmx.de 63179 Obertshausen

Informationen zur Umwelt und fiir Naturreisende auf Kreta:
Information about the Environment and for travellgr Crete:

Bird of paradise (Caesalpinia gilliesii)
An exotic on Crete’s roadsides

Originally located in tropical America, especially Argentina, you will find the bird of paradise &u
increasingly to Crete roadsides. Most often onrthée Agios Nikolaos - Sitia (shortly after the city
output crossing), often together with young rosesvdoees; therefore see our info leaflet at:
[http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter en/3B0E.pdf

The bird of paradise belongs to the family
leguminous Fabaceae), here to the subfam
ily carob plants Caesalpinioideae). After
molecular biological research the cardg
plants in their traditional enclosure are
paraphyletic taxon within the monophyleti
leguminous. According to new research’s t
subfamily is divided in only three tribe an
contains about 120 to 160 genera wif
around 2000 species. The trib€aes
alpinieae, to which the bird of paradise bus
belongs; includes 50 species, whose bl
are radially symmetrical to zygomorphic
The sepals mostly are free. The leaves
double pinnate.

Caesalpinia gilliesii as shrub reaches a®
height of 1.5 — 2.5 m and prefers full sun
places. The leaves are pinnate, 10 — 15 ci¥
long, each with 3 — 10 flower pair, 5 -6 m
long and 2 — 4 cm wide. The racemes are §
to 20 cm long, in each case with 5 yell
petals and 10 long, marked, red stam
The fruits are pods, the seeds and the gre:
fruit are toxic. Further details about the bir
of paradise bush can be found at following## L
web link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesalpinia qnllesu

The following page shows detail pictures of thesslam (and fruit pod) of the bird of paradise



Remark:

Medicine men of indige-
nous peoples of South
America used the plant
for the treatment of fever,
inflammations and cough.
Four grams from the root
are believed to last for an
abortion in the first tri-

mester of pregnant sci-
ence to initiate.
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