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The (ancient) hilltop town Polirinia, Prefecture Chania

-with a fantastic view over Kissamos bay
An article from our NLUK memberiana P. Bailey & Maria Eleftheria, Agios Nektarios

From the tranquil port towKissamos, on the North-West of Crete, a well signed windagphalt road
leads south into the mountains 3.7 miles to thagalPolirinia. Up here at almost 400 metres above sea,
the view is breathtaking. Maybe the wide view oWer Kissamos bay was the reason that colonistsein t
6™ Century BC settled here at this elevation whichl$® strategically located between pdtaasarna
(see also our leafldiD4-05/E — The ancient FalassgrandKastelli (Kissamos).

It accrued a village with a fortress where theifdings were easily integrated into the naturakr@zmations.

The namePolirinia means “many sheep’s”, but the inhabitants of tilage were quite willing to war,
and not just simple, peace-loving shepherds. Thage was in constant competition and hostilityhwit
the neighbouringKydonia (Chania). Many coins shaped iRolirinia bear the image of the goddess
Athena in war shape with spear and helmet. Togetitarthe goddess Artemis, she should have been the
protector of the village. When the Romans beganatoquer Crete the village joined them and fought
alongside them againkilydonia that was drubbed. Seolirinia prospered during the Roman occupation.
From the & Century information abowRolirinia dried up, until the 10 Century where it is mentioned
again as important Byzantine town. Meanwhile treeeonly few spoors of this bygone time. Only a few
walls and Temple ruins are left of the ancient town




Visible are usually remains of the second Byzanpieeod (ig left foreside). Only a few foundations
from churches and houses and inscriptions havavaahfrom earlier periods of history. The pits and
caves on the way to the hill are graves from then&wo period. On top of the Hill you can see aqueduct
hewn in the rocks.

Above the village, on the way to the fortress &eeruins of the Church of the ninety-nine fathénere-
fore see also the leaflet at our homepage “Catben®9 holy fathers”: Souré-Cave attp://www.kreta-
umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter_en/124-05E JodFhis was built on the foundations of a templenirthe
4™ Century BC. Its walls contain remains of ancienitdings and ancient tabletiq right foreside).

The "new" village located slightly below the ruissalso worth seeing. Many houses have been chreful
restored and many stone fragments from earlierstiwere also used when building a House. It is asple
ure to stroll through the winding streets, witmaile about this Cretan "recycling”.

Below the Central village square is the ruins ofill (fig left) and stairs lead to behind cave attufig
right).

The fact that most of the room was beaten out efrdtk face, gives a very own atmosphere to the
Church fig. below)

The earlier washing area of the village is locadalt behind the Church, which unfortunately wasimo
ernized very rudely with concrete; nevertheless,dhd stone troughs with their Roman inscriptions a
still to admire at the roadside.
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