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Informationen zur Umwelt und flir Naturreisende auf Kreta:
Information about the Environment and for travellgr Crete:
The Monastery Agia Marina (North Crete, Prefecture Iraklion)

[Complementary Info-leaflet to Leaflet 078-05/E]
An article from our NLUK membegiephanie Krips, Gournes

Preliminary note: In 2005 the Crete-Environmentufarreported about the Monastekgia Marina
within its Info-leaflet 078-05/E [therefore see: http://www.kreta-
umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter_en/078-05.4¥f Our former concerns to indicate a landmark ecéd
its purpose — of course, when visiting the mongsyeu should not miss to visit the origins and et
know the backgrounds, which should be done with iiio sheet. This is primarily a source that isl sa
to have miraculous effects. And not only long tiag® but year after year.

Agia Marina, the holy Marina means the Saint Margaret of AgtticShe is shown with a dragon or the
Devil (the symbol of evil). The name day (Saintsy¥lof the Orthodox Church is celebrated on th8 17
of July (Catholic Church 20.July). Thousands pitggige to the monastery éfgia Marina, not only
from Crete but also from the continent and manykw&kveral of those pilgrims even “go” the last 500
or 600 meters from the end of the village to thenastery on their knees. It promises help, some are
waiting for a miracle, some are fulfil a vow. WHahd of miracle is now expected or hoped for irsthi
small monastery?

This explains the younger (71 years old and liveetsince her 15year of live) of the two last nuns
who inhabit the monastery. "Monachi" (title of nuimsGreece) Marin, even she was disturbed from
lunch, was immediately ready to answer and totbelentire story of the miraculous source!

The miraculous effect of the source was alreadywmabout 1,000 years ago and an unknown placed
the icon of St. Marina at this source (this icoowdd now be in America). During the Turkish occupa-
tion, a noble man on his horse was on the wairtalochori when he was attacked by a strong head-
ache. He remembered that his father had told hioutathe source of the Saints Marina. After he had
drunk and immediately was exempt from all pain|dwally and full of joy announced this everywhere.
The Turkish people were, however, not pleasedlara the Turkish owner of the land on which the
source was located was extremely angry. He drosdivestock (sheep, cattle, pigs) about the source
and let his children use this place as a toiletdrtere his livestock (sheep, cattle, pigs) overgberce
and let his children use this place as a toilet.

Than shortly after his livestock as well as thstfof his children died he apology. His remainirngj-c
dren should not die, so he gave a donation foctmestruction of a chapel and disappeared on never b
seen again.

You can see the rest of this first chapel behirgl idonostasis (please do not go there, the aceess i
permitted to faithful men only — by the way, nurre aot female but neutral). If you are interested
someone will likely open the curtain for you (seetyres on the following page)



There is the miraculous source. As shown on théoplitois now secured with a padlock (midglieture

above). But as already about 20 years ago, whestéd the monastery for the first time, you sg#t the
water for free. You can tap it from the silver tiaya cup for the immediately drink (sp&ture above
right), but also get it filled in small plastic lets to the take away by the nuns. We also gensrgos
icons and a little book/calendar about the priasts nuns of the monastery.
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Picture left: icon of Agia Marina within the old chapel. Middlpicture: the whole iconostasi®icture
left: the snake in the bottle is located on thedyutight of the iconostasis.

Finally to the question of “what kind of miraclesas the source™?: Generally it dispels all "Ewviffainly

in the body. If someone not “pure in heart” com@shte source, or ignore the Ten Commandments, the
flow of water goes back or the source dried up deemnlays. With the water of the source, you cakeba
bread without yeast or leaven. In order that a#l Works and helps, first and foremost you mustelel
Monachi Marina gave us further "guidelines"”, whidike to tell to individual when requested but aba
don here due to the lack of space.

Finally I like to thank Monachi Marina who explathand show everything to us andvidnos Karabinakis
without | would have never understood the lovely.nu
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