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On the trail of Alexis Zorbas in Stavros L]

[to love life & not to fear death]
(An article of our NLUK memberBiana P. BaileyundMaria Eleftherig Agios Nektarios, Crete)

Who loves Greece and especially Crete, knows ihkalihood Alexis Zorbas, the hero of the same-titled
novel penned by writekikos Kazantzakjsavho created the partly autobiographical opus ofifbrties of
the last century. 1964 the Greek Direditichalis Kakojannisfilmed the award-winning novel starring
Anthony QuinnA key scene near the end of the film was shothenbeach oftavros: Alexis Zorbas
teaches the intellectual English writgasil, who has engaged him as a helper and companiatgrce
Sirtaki. This dance is symboligorbas’ life-motto, who fearless love and enjoys life desgll misfor-
tunes.

Even if theSirtaki was not a "real" Greek dance, but was extra clypagied in 1964 for the supposedly
little talented as a danc@uinn it is an impressive and permanent in mind scégel{elow left).
Nowadays barefoot sun seekers are “dancing” thrabghot sand at the picturesque beacBtairos
(fig. below right). However, the place has kept a slddply. There are no large hotel bunkers and even i
high season is more beach to see than beach-¢imab@ntrast to other places).




The much-vaunted film production of Alexis Zorbasth the music oMikis Theodorakisco-starringAlan Bates
andlrini Papas was nominated for seven Academy Awards and waeetbf them in 1965: For the best support-
ing actressl(ila Kedrovg, equipmentVassilis Photopoulgsand cameraWalter Lassally.

Walter Lassallyliked this area so much that he built a housténros, where he still lives today. Directly on the
beach in his favourite Tavern Christiana (fig bel@ft) is his original “Oscar” displayed in a glasabinet fig.
below right). The walls of the restaurant are dataat with large-format photographs of the shooffigg on '

page)

Stavros is located in the north-west of the peninstikaiotiri. Coming fromChania or Souda drive in the direction

of the Airport Nikos Kazantzakjsturn left towardsKounoupidiana and drive viaKalathas and Chorafakia to
Stavros. The road bifurcates at the entrance of the \élldgrn right towards the beach. If you expectind n-
changed setting of Alexis Zorbas here, you willdieappointed. There is a small, old heart of thiage; other-
wise Stavros is a settlement with widely scattered houses, xamele of Greek and Cretan construction rage.
Tourism has arrived even in this place, but to eyse in a modest way, and the inhabitants have e their
friendliness and warmth.

During a exploratory walk, a certain extent nortésiwvof the bay, | &
found a approx. 300 square meter large, interestiog formation £
(fig. above), which looks artificially created and impdya former,
small stone pit. =
On the hillside, overlooking the Bay is a ca¥ig.(right) which =
shows, based on archaeological reports, tracesimaih presence: - s .
from the Neolithic period. Probably findings indieahat the site was used in later tlmes as salr}ctwanfortu-
nately, at the time of my visit in August 2009 iasvso hot, that | have moved an exploration otthee to a later
date. A report about the cave will happen with@asate info leaflet in due time.

Information to Alexis Zorbas can also be foundtdtd://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexis Zorbdsand to Stavros at
[http://www.elgreco.de/Pages/Kreta/stavrs Jatm
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