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Military Museum in Chromonastiri Military Museum

Chromonastirl
An article from our NLUK board membétichael Bléchinger-Daeumlingviainz -

Preface Knowing that March is not necessarily the ideahh for a Gorge hike, we want tc —

use the good weather to goNlyli and the Gorge of the milldt's only a “stone throw” away J t

from Rethymno. Our problems are the already knowhdigns together with the “incompe. 7 = ? S
tence” to read and understand the signs in timéewdriving through the turbulent city of "
Rethymno. Therefore, as already several times hefeeetake the wrong branch und fin
ourselves short time after in a village named Ai@g@B at the map — see right). So, stop tt ™ = W
car at the roadside, unpack the map and searclilrddpa — “there’s more than one way t ! z

skin a cat” — also this route is leading towardsliMsee map). Coming from Roussospit
short before Myli, we see a relatively new and dasggn at the intersection (no [bullet]hole:
no dents and the colour seams to be fresh and p@wing to a Military Museum in Chro-
monastiri. It is still early morning so we choobe Museum — Myli and the Gorge can wait.

Chromonastiri is a small, picturesque village watbse to 400 inhabitants
built on the foot of mount Vrysinas. Many buildingave a characteristic ﬂ
Venetian architecture, likewise the Villa Claudéoyilla from the early 1% 8 ]
Century where the Military Museum is housed at @nésThe complex con-
sists of 2 buildings connected by walls. Betweantthio buildings is a courtyard with a capacity 603ersons
where various cultural events, concerts and thger®rmances take place.

The Villa, which was privately owned until the 1&88s and was sold to the village Chromonastiri ihoDer 1980.
In the following years, the renovation, despitet&wgrant, could not be completed. In November 199¢,com-
munity decided to offer the villa to the Generafgof the Hellenic Army (HAGS) who than rebuildetlvilla with
its own resources and setup a war museum. On thef3@nuary 2010 the “Chief HAGS” approved the giesind
operation of the Museum with previously unused ntérom the own stocks and exhibits that friendigs made
available by others (e.g. the War Museum of Thesézd, the Archaeological Resource Fund, the Ath#as Mu-
seum, the Archaeological Museum of Heraklion, ..He Tnuseum was inaugurated on th& &May 2010.
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At the entrance, we are approached by a friendigesfof the Hellenic Army in an excellent Engliglith
the question of whether we want to visit the Museifter we have expressed our interest the offaer
plains almost apologetic that we please must psechaticket for this. The entrance fee for the Musés € 1,50
(adults, children have free admission) and a fewneids later a young sol;
dier is with us which leads us through the buildangd explains in goo
English the building itself, the exhibits (primariveapons) and their storie
For further explam we get an illustrated brochabeut the Museum (avai

: . able in Greek and English, figure left). After t

% ° ~ highly interesting and informative tour we want
' == thank the young man with a "tip" which however
refuses polite but determined. The officer, w
v e e meets us at the entrance, explains that it is kot
s _F%??E{g"?) lowed to take "tips". We put the money on his d

“AIONON ~ and declare it as a donation for the Museum with
~~which he is then satisfied.

Unfortunately photography was quite difficult dwethe lighting conditions in the build-
ing which is why | have only a few, useful imageai&able.

The illustrated brochure (page 3) contains, amdhgrahings, the following information about théh#ition:

Main building — Ground Floor: (Page 3, top)

- Exhibition , Testimonies and Images from the Grégiic of 1940 — 1944

- Military Uniforms and Model’s (e.g. the front Monastery Arkadi, the Jesus Gate in Heraklion, ...)
- Memorabilia from all historical periods (1821 Bpendence War, Balkan Wars, World War | & II)

Main building — First Floor:

- Libraries and Internet area: the room accommad2tgoraries
and six PC workstations with Internet access.

- Reading Room: here visitors can study books filweribrary

Adjacent building — Ground Floor: (Page 3, bottom)
- Conference Hall with a capacity of 100 persons

Adjacent building — First Floor:

- a specially arranged hall, accommodates theraiglesk used
by the Chief HAGS (in the HAGS building in “PAPAGOS
camp in Athens — picture right)
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Ens 30 lavovapioy 2010,0 A'TEE anapdmar e
opyvean Kol Asroupyia oo Eponensod Mowgeou,
2 P Gfasd whmds maw mopdpnve oo anoliEes
VERICTAAL LTS wor PE e oo noposopifoay
erpeyisd and dkious eopeis. To eywaivia fpvoy ous
1 Mofow 2015,

1 Bepankd ton Movasion nepiopfives Gio ppn:
I'IIEPCB T h‘lu'l:l."'ﬂ!.l'l.?ﬂnnﬂln’h nmpu]mn:ﬁ CEXYT

hiEpos 2o: lotoplo 1w emovacTdaeey K ORI

o ||.p¢'||:u.u':||'| Kooy,

X mpuons SIGRGPE KIRI0 100 QEFEROTIRNDS Endpnouy
oL mopasiTe xibpos:

1. dio alliovaes mepiobivoy exbéoesy. Ty napabon
Xpovikh neplabo qnbaEovodvim o0 exloss JKovensn
Mpoopapds Ko -oxedoveds Apdwns. us anosis
mupnxipnae o Mokepied Mouoslo Secrnbovikns.

L Phofeveitan pao diBeca Soporpiss oo BRGves TS
Eklnvimis Emonoaing 1040-1044.

Ly Sefrpe SINQ0GD K0 100 QUYKROTAPOTES
pfgeovim o nopo e wijo:

1. Aifloyga agvelpkey 100 adpoer (0 diomapss ms
aibleaoas @it iepaogapi wn Halmmeod Laldayon
Epmpevpmnpioey, i guioSeyoivim noknones
exfinkioes now Sopyavivevie: and 1n Nopopsia
PeBipvon, ov Ao Pesiprow g Nolmotuesds
Fohkdyous,

2. Tpcbldibapos, dnov eedlen upba Sho Tnx dlpe)

3 Ao kukielon.

Le et 0ifoveo, faloueial 10 ynogesn-fueks e
IpROpONOIICE 0 exdawort Apxnyds oou EE (o grpu
i FEX oo Erpordnebo JTAMATOY., oy ABdva) asd
121951, 1o onoio mapatupidnes om Meuoeo o 2000
Enions undpxowy m ypogcia v fievdovi su ms
¥[rappaEias.

[ Mpines dpoipos

3. Alfouan anokdv-pateusy. Env olfousa oxilomn o
poEETEs o Apkabiow, ta Meydhns Tpoas Peliigyou,
s [hithns Dopcidos Pelliyvow, tns Thehns Tnooi
Hpmehsion goa s Mikes Taviokpiopo Hposheio.,
Emons enriftsvian wos Suiqopes Dipanaeneds Deids,

4, fvie 0iBues sufldnmns mopniloy. Eus aifowses ouces
ATpoudsifoal Keqeibie, evits apaBneder, and Ghes
m aompies mepiofous (Enovdotnon 1821, Bolxoaol
Do, MakeSoruds Apoves, A Noysdous
Nakepos, Mmprosormi Exoporein, B Doywdepos
iy, B Aomioeon-Méon Avoroka 19411544,
Eiprveuiuces Anomokés),

1. Tnfieciiess-aiflovoa Swfisiow. 2oy oifisuon
wirhpzouy G fal o cor 8 Bioss gppnalas
pe HY g mpdofioon o Sanbisoua.

2 Avayvearipen. T xoipo outd Slval onov eokem
A duvardiore va pelerign Pfiie and i fiffobien
(s Aseibruvons kmaping Ztparcd xa ckbéoowy GLoy
popbev).

3, Ko, Efvon to péwo oprmiostovind oromeio end
v eflmpornd nepiafo, noy SamoiBbnse mond
fiy nvaorioon. Enions unipxe n koediva nou
epnoiponoiabeny o Everol phioguines,

Avdpeug cga SO0 KD WIKERE NR0ailios XEpos,
waprnsdtain: 300 agdpey, oy ozcio odofevaivig
subinhmoes, poudui-Beopeds oprorioss wim.

Dl 1o exBéyae nov undpxoey ooo Epausu
Mougeio amaiekoly 2uysvan tepoyia wou TEE, tou
Tk Mouaeion Seoaokevigns, o Tapsion
Apzmodoyrdr Tapuy, wa Mokgunsd Mooy
Ay, Ton Apaoio oyeeod Moveding Hpahziou,
wour Enitpon ATEESA £ Movodoou [egapauBasn
e oy Movoooddyen & Doaihao Migdlioo,
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We have taken the visit of the museum and the there received information’s about World War Il as an
opportunity to visit the war cemeteries in Souda Bay and Maleme. Please find below a few images of the
two memorials.

Souda Bay War Cemetery
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German War graves, Maleme
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NR: Geschichte Kretas [Art.-Nr. 3.047; Zitat-Nr. 9.997 impr. Bloechinger-Daeumling 03/2011



