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Informationen zur Umwelt und für Naturreisende auf Kreta:   
Information about the Environment and for travellers in Crete: 
 

Military Museum in Chromonastiri  
An article from our NLUK board member Michael Blöchinger-Daeumling, Mainz 
 

 
Preface: Knowing that March is not necessarily the ideal month for a Gorge hike, we want to 
use the good weather to go to Myli and the Gorge of the mills. It’s only a “stone throw” away 
from Rethymno. Our problems are the already known bad signs together with the “incompe-
tence” to read and understand the signs in time while driving through the turbulent city of 
Rethymno. Therefore, as already several times before, we take the wrong branch und find 
ourselves short time after in a village named Anogeia (B at the map – see right). So, stop the 
car at the roadside, unpack the map and search. No drama – “there’s more than one way to 
skin a cat” – also this route is leading towards Myli (see map). Coming from Roussospiti, 
short before Myli, we see a relatively new and large sign at the intersection (no [bullet]holes, 
no dents and the colour seams to be fresh and new) pointing to a Military Museum in Chro-
monastiri. It is still early morning so we choose the Museum – Myli and the Gorge can wait. 
 

Chromonastiri is a small, picturesque village with close to 400 inhabitants, 
built on the foot of mount Vrysinas. Many buildings have a characteristic, 
Venetian architecture, likewise the Villa Claudio, a villa from the early 17th 
Century where the Military Museum is housed at present. The complex con-
sists of 2 buildings connected by walls. Between the two buildings is a courtyard with a capacity of 300 persons 
where various cultural events, concerts and theatre performances take place. 
 

The Villa, which was privately owned until the late 80s and was sold to the village Chromonastiri in October 1980. 
In the following years, the renovation, despite State grant, could not be completed. In November 1997, the com-
munity decided to offer the villa to the General Staff of the Hellenic Army (HAGS) who than rebuild the villa with 
its own resources and setup a war museum. On the 30th of January 2010 the “Chief HAGS” approved the design and 
operation of the Museum with previously unused material from the own stocks and exhibits that friendly was made 
available by others (e.g. the War Museum of Thessalonica, the Archaeological Resource Fund, the Athens War Mu-
seum, the Archaeological Museum of Heraklion, …). The museum was inaugurated on the 21st of May 2010. 
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At the entrance, we are approached by a friendly officer of the Hellenic Army in an excellent English with 
the question of whether we want to visit the Museum. After we have expressed our interest the officer ex-
plains almost apologetic that we please must purchase a ticket for this. The entrance fee for the Museum is € 1,50 
(adults, children have free admission) and a few moments later a young sol-
dier is with us which leads us through the building and explains in good 
English the building itself, the exhibits (primarily weapons) and their stories. 
For further explain, we get an illustrated brochure about the Museum (avail-

able in Greek and English, figure left). After the 
highly interesting and informative tour we want to 
thank the young man with a "tip" which however he 
refuses polite but determined. The officer, who 
meets us at the entrance, explains that it is not al-
lowed to take "tips". We put the money on his desk 
and declare it as a donation for the Museum with 
which he is then satisfied. 
 
Unfortunately photography was quite difficult due to the lighting conditions in the build-
ing which is why I have only a few, useful images available.  
 

   
 
The illustrated brochure (page 3) contains, among other things,  the following information about the exhibition: 
 
Main building – Ground Floor: (Page 3, top) 
- Exhibition „Testimonies and Images from the Greek Epic of 1940 – 1944 
- Military Uniforms and Model’s (e.g. the front of Monastery Arkadi, the Jesus Gate in Heraklion, …) 
- Memorabilia from all historical periods (1821 Independence War, Balkan Wars, World War I & II) 
 
Main building – First Floor: 
- Libraries and Internet area: the room accommodates 2 libraries 

and six PC workstations with Internet access. 
- Reading Room: here visitors can study books from the library 
 
Adjacent building – Ground Floor: (Page 3, bottom) 
- Conference Hall with a capacity of 100 persons 
 
Adjacent building – First Floor: 
- a specially arranged hall, accommodates the original desk used 

by the Chief HAGS (in the HAGS building in “PAPAGOS” 
camp in Athens – picture right) 
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We have taken the visit of the museum and the there received information’s about World War II as an 
opportunity to visit the war cemeteries in Souda Bay and Máleme. Please find below a few images of the 
two memorials. 
 
 

Souda Bay War Cemetery 
 

        
 

     
 
German War graves, Máleme 
 

  
 
 NR: Geschichte Kretas: [Art.-Nr. 3.047; Zitat-Nr. 9.997] impr. Bloechinger-Daeumling 03/2011 
 


