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Information about the Environment and for travellers in Crete:

Andartis — Memorial for peaceat theNida plateau
Excursion with an off-road vehiclérom Anogiato Gergeri

An article from our NLUK memberBiana P. BaileyandMaria Eleftheria, Kreta

The Psiloritis-Massif (or ldha Mountains) South-wes Irdklion is one of three 2.000 m high mountainous massithe
Greek Mediterranean island Crete. North like saftthe cordillera the villages along the slopes @enected by paths and
streets. A continuous with “normal” cars (withoouf wheel drive) passable traffic connection fréma North to the South is
only given east and west of the mountainous ma&sijtiite well constructed and signposted road |éeas the village Anogia
up to the Nida Plateau (see fig. at title bar).

A worthwhile excursion is to follow the right branafter already
5 miles of the journey towards the area of Yakinthia festivals; &
therefore see:

[ http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/137EDGdf].
The broad gravel track wriggles gently through kaedscape.
After about 1 and a half mile | reach a big, ®ditado. Short 1
after | reach a fenced, closed area.

During my visitation in autumn 2011 the brancheshef tree on
the chapel are full with photography’s (see fighese are lefto-
vers of the installation “the tree of memories” thfe artist & ;
Giannis Maniorou. This is a very idyllic and peaceful place. Hugerkes oaks are at the terrain. Only the
ring of the bells of the goats and sheep gets girda the ear. The amphitheatre with its roundharged
arena, the seat rows made of rough worked blostanfes, everything is harmonious. Existing treesevett
and included into the architecture. Informationt®at current events are available in three langaidGer-
man, English and Greek) at tMakinthia web page at: fittp://yakinthia.com/bindexd.htnjl

Back on the road towards tiNeda plateau, occurs after about 9 miles on the leftiiranch towards theéa-
pella observatory orMt. Skinakas (therefore see at: lfttp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/367-
12E.pdf]). Soon after you can catch first views of thatpau.

The Nida plateau is rather sparsely overgrown with grassibby and some trees and is used, as a result of
geological conditions (karstify, polje) as grazogrgund; therefore see as an example for karstidypatje the
leaflet about th®©malosplateau at http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/43-Q4&f |.

After approximately 4 miles | reach a tavern witarge parking lot. Theldean cave (see at: |
http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/17-04#f ), in where, based on legend, the young geds

who grew up to a man with the shepherds of the Hdbantains, conceal himself of his fatlf@rmonus is
nearby. An old footpath leads up to the grotto.rAv&lvay is getting built; who has a four wheel @rigan
take the gravel path. On half of the distance #tlkar inconspicuous, locked little chapelalipsi is located.
The Idean cave, located in approximately 1.500 m high waeduss a cult place over many thousand years.
Numerous finds, which are issued in the archaecédgnuseum in Iraklion, confirm this.

The situation of the cave permits a far view irte tandscape. The words of antique authors pabksedgh

my mind: “The island is .... forested”, reported tieographeftrabonof Crete; the philosophétlaton de-
scribes the way frorKnossogo the cult place afeuson theldha as ,long, it gives however sufficient places
on the way, where you can relax in the shade ohtyk trees.” The good old times, | think by mys@&tit
from the climatic conditions Crete could be actyalko today still another forest island!
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Back in the tavern, where also rooms are rentedjdy an excellent lamb
chop, and make a little conversation after the metl Selios, the owner.
The man with the weather-beaten face skin laughglygl He looks amaz-
ingly similar to his father, whose larger than {giged face on a photog-
raphy controls beautifully framed a wall of the gusoom (see fig.). Obvi-
ously proudly the tavern landlord tells about thieation of Andartis, a
project of the Berliner landscape arti&rina Raeck, which began to real-

, 1 ize these with support and energetic assistantieeo€Cretan population at
the end of the 1980er years. Two summers [8nrljos as well as other men fromnogia carried the many
large rocks, which had been spread all over thie@laduring the™ World War, in order to prevent German
airplanes from the landing. Since 1991 the stooss fa memorial for the peace, a lithic, wingeabartis of
over 30 m length. (The aerial photo of #edartis (fig. below), was made by an unknown photograhues
ing the work on the stone picture.)
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The Andartis (a name for ,resistance fighter, partisans®, thoseur from the Greek fight for Macedonia dur-
ing 19" Century) fought in the Second World War also oet€rgainst the German occupants. These pro-
ceeded with extreme brutality against partisand,vaith punitive actions also against the civiliaspplation.
You can find a link reference with detailed infotia about theAndartis in a leaflet at:

[ http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/32516f ].

After in April 1944 two British officers had kidnapd with the help of Cretafindartis the German General
Karl Heinrich Kreipe and (after an adventurous pscaver Anogia and the Idha mountains) broughtadro
the German armed forces destroyed in a large-schbatbarian retributive action several villages. the
place Anogia applied the instruction of the comnearaf the fortress Crete, Friedrich William Muellgvho
was executed as a war criminal after end of warnake ,the place level with the ground and to exec
every single male inhabitant of Anogia, which iarid within the village or in its periphery at atdisce up to
one kilometer".
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The Andartis is to be reached if you take, coming from the tavewards South, the first branch left. The
memorial composed of approx 5.000 large stones;iwini the meantime became part of the landscapésand
difficult to recognize from the distance. As podaitreference: the stone-picture is east of thertgven the
right below the hill where a house is in the viesegd fig.)

Topo25

Those on their way with a off-road vehicle and wétibugh experience in driving ON AA s ereece-crete
gravel roads and would like to continue the towvaals the south coast have no WnhopeiTng
scenically very delightful distance in the viewhHs already been descript in the (Opog '13n)
verse direction atfhttp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/193eD@df. Noth- Mount Idha

ing has changed for the road condition since ail still a distance which leads amid: (Psiloritis)

in a relatively unaffected nature. Therefore itvisrthwhile to take some time into ac:
count for the few extra miles. If you gladly obserget involved in places, love the si
lence and like goats, then you are right here.
For this tour | recommend the shown map Mount I@Rsiloritis, see fig. right),|
which, as it seems, is sold unfortunately only étér sorted book stores in the large
cities of the island.
Please remember before you start the journey t® &dng sufficient provisions for
the tour from theNida plateau taGergeri And please undertake the excursion only| nEzonOPIKOx xAPTHE

HIKING MAP

continuously dry weather. _,

First take the winding road back towamsogia and then turn off towardSkinakasObservatory. Pass the
barrier (where it goes on the left further on te @bservatory) and remain on the broad asphalestwich
changes into a gravel road after approximately l&.nmi well-preserveditado is located on the right close
to the path (see fig. below left).

Short after you reach a bifurcation. Here you nkestp left. After another mile you will see the Célap
Timiou Stavrou (see fig below right) located on thght site on top of a hill. From here you havwe@nderful
prospect.
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After another mile (there is a crater of say 10enen the left site of the street) keep again Ffbm here it
goes slightly downhill. Again after about 2.7 mikgsu will pass a water reservoir. Just keep sttai§hort
after you will see anothevitado with a single tree. This is a nice place for arshest. A place, which also
the goats like.

The robust built mountain inhabitants with an adromup to 1m are herbivores and usually quite peedige
Keep right while continuing your journey until ysee another water reservoir on the left and a swiad
gauge station.

Now it is about 3 more miles until a new built Mita(see fig. below left) with an Amphitheatre ancharch.
The asphalted road starts here.

On the right leads the branch towards the Chap&sAlgannis at the top end of the Rouwas Gorgegthee
see also the leaflethitp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter/68-0pHf |
Here | found a hiking sign, where accompanying sesparsely encourage to follow (see fig. abovetyigh

The remainder of the way tBergeriis full of bends, but the street, which is spleityliconstructed, offers a
wide view from the big~aneromeniswater reservoir over thdesaralowlands up to the south coast (see fig.
below)

Google map coordinates féindartis: +35* 12" 14.38", +24" 50" 4262" [see also our fon contribution at (Ger-
man only):http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/wbb2/thread.phpe#uid=5009.

Translated by Michael Bloechinger-Daeumling NR: Tours / Excursions impr. eik.amp 04/2012



