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Funeral on Crete (“Kidia”):
Burial happens within 24 hours!

Sarcophagu®tib’s I. of Greece; Crypt of Theatiner Church Naim

B The rituals of a Cretan funeral are affected by@mneek-orthodox church and also

| by local-cultural traditions. The Greek-orthodoxunth e.g. forbade the cremation;
however since 2006 it is permitted, if an affidasipresent as “last will* of the de-
cedent. Until 2011 there were still no crematonaSGreece; on Crete not yet until
* today. Also cooling houses for dead storage aresings A funeral on Crete takes
place therefore as ,earth funeral “, usually witBéhhours after death

' The body of the deceased is tightened and set tipeiropen coffin in the house.
+| The coffin cover is placed in front of the houseréhalso the funeral wreaths are put

| down. Sympathizers coming in the house usuallygoaiong small bundles of flow-

. ers, which are put into the open coffin; they sagdjbye to the dead ones, by kiss-
ing the head of the deceased and express the methle@rcondolence. The solemn

' ' vigil takes until the funeral takes place.

“News*" spread fast in Cretan municipalities (andally are promulgate; see fig.). Relatives andnfiiee

come and go, participate in the solemn vigil, likemin the funeral, even without separate invitatio

. The funeral procession leaves the house at tha-stip
lated time and the open coffin is set up at thetfiod
the church. The funeral on the cemetery happers aft
the service.
The coffin is placed into a “concrete borderingt (a
" some places only the body is inserted) and locked a
. sealed with concrete plates. Later the relativesode
. rate the grave with marble and a gravestone (geke fi
After the funeral service “Kallyva® is being offatdo
& the funeral guests (see fig.: sweet from cooked
% wheat). The word “koliva“ originates from the old-
Greek “kollyvo*" and stands for grain; it symbolizes
the connection between death and life. The funeral
guests  then
gather in but-
teries or in the
house of the
deceased, to
think of the
deceased with
Raki, coffee
and peanuts.




In many municipalities on Crete exists a lack cdvgs
(question of cost) and most are “rented” for 3 yéears.
After this time the grave must be opened and theanes
have to be removed by the family of the deceasée.
remains are “washed” and put into a “box" (see fight:
made of pasteboard, wood or metal) and can beétur
thereafter in a kind of “urn wall“ if available (sdig.). If
this is not possible from cost reasons, the “boxkhwhe
mortal remains goes into a “osteofilakio “(charhelse;
see fig.) for final keeping.

The mourning dress of the close relatives is bl&dkn head to foot, and
Is worn at least for 40 days. Many widows and mgthe/ho e.g. lost a

‘ + _ child, wore ,black “for the rest of their life.

< ““mr_ A set of commemoration ceremonies takes place dftath. In the first
R year the I commemora-p

tion (“Mnimosimo “, see

. fig.) takes place after 40

- days; further funeral ser-
vices after 3, 6 and 9

months, afterwards annu-

ally.

COMROE TEALTIE FUML i ;
zﬁtﬂfﬁ*‘: ! In the Cretan Minoan cul{

ture, since prepalatial, it
was usual to bury the deceased in sarcophagi [Goeek &
capkoedyoc, “meat consumptive®] first from wood and
later from Terracotta; the dead were interred widéd” |
pose (see fig.: opened Cretan Minoan sarcophagus
Crete).

In regards to solemn vigil and cultural traditiczee also
our leaflet “Memorial on Crete” at: ittp://www.kreta-
umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/147-06E.pdf
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