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Information about the Environment and for travellersin Crete:

First bishop of Crete: the Holy Titus
(Associate of Paul and disciple of Jesus)

Titus (GreekAyiog Titog, Agios Titos = holy Titus; ¥ 105 on Crete), which in the Bible is refere to be a
pupil of Paul the apostle, was thest bishop of Crete and is considered as patron saint of the Cretan
church. Later on he was counted as one of Jesus 70 skl biographical data is unknown (therefore
see also at: [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aposfletus ], based on early church legend he died at@é
or 107 AD with approximately 94 years on Crete (seuwikipedia).

Titus is mentioned several times within the true
epistles of Paul. From these letters it is recon-
structable for sure that Titus was a Gentile
Christian, who could successfully support Paul
in particular delicate tasks. Thus Titus (see fig.
left: as mosaic) accompanied Paul to the Apos-
tolic Council in Jerusalem. Furthermore he was
probably involved in defusing the crisis in Cor-
inth, when Paul was in violent controversy with
the Corinthian municipality. Finally Titus was
put in charge of collecting the collecte of the
municipal by Paul.
From the Epistle to Titus, whose data are how-
ever not historically confirmed, follows that
Titus later should have worked as missionary on
Crete. According to the Epistle of Saint Timo-
thy Titus missionized in lllyrian. According to
M= tradition he was the first bishop of Gortyn on
4 Crete.
! The letter of the Paul to Titus is a book of the
® | New Testament of the Christian Bible. Since
- Medieval times it is divided into 3 chapters and
is one of the shortest books of the Bible. Theeteitiself indicates to have been written by the #tfe
Paul. However the authorship of Paul is today oftemiroverted.

Although Titus is vaunted as solid assistant, aregfce of Titus is missing in the Acts of the Apesst
This was so far not explained convincingly. Hypstlike those, Titus is a brother of the Luka$itrs
Is identical to Timothy and carried two names, renspeculative.

Based on the orthodox tradition Titus was born oet€and is believed to be a descendant of theimyth
cal King Minos. It originated from a wealthy familg relative was a Roman stadtholder of the island
Rustillo. He travelled to Jerusalem and becametaesas of Passion of Christi. Later as bishop oteCre
he created the nine dioceses Knossos, lerapitr@oi{g, Hersonissos, Eleftherna, Lampi, Kisamos,-Kan
tanos and Gortyna.



He let build the Episcopal church in Gortyn (sesoabur leaflet # 0¢-05/E at:[ http://www.kreta-
umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/C-O5E.pdf]) and he was buried ther&gios Titos church was eb-
lished there in the"8Century from which still ruins arpreserved. 961 AChandakabecame the island
capital (= Iraklion (GreeKpdaxiero), outdated also Heraklipm the Middle Ages Chandakas, in the ti
of the Venetian rule Calia., thereafter Turkis Kandiye, Greek Megala@stro). Therefore a new me
church was established there andremains of Titus were transferred thefée church was destroy:
several timesand developed again. With the fire in the year 16d the head of the Titus could beo-
tected. 1669, after the Turks had conquered tlyetbierelic was brought t&enice ancreturned only on
the 15.May 1966. The relic is keqoiday, like also the Paul letter him (see ig. left), in theAgios Titos
basilica (see fig. right) in Iraklion.

Today's bishop’s seef Crete is Spili (South Crete); therefore see aso leaflet No. 37-12/E at:
[ http://www.kretaumweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/3-12E.pdf].
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