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Information about the Environment and for travellersin Crete:

About the history of the
architectural culture of Crete

The so-called pre-Hellenic cultures followed thd-@reek culture on Crete and the close-by located i
lands. The most important of these cultures wa®ftteeof the island Crete. The culture history cét€ris
divided generally into 3 large sections, which eafled after the legendary King Minos Early Minoan,
Middle Minoan and Late Minoan epochs; therefore @se our info-leaflets: “Eras of cultural develop-
ment of Crete (I & II)” at: [http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/632E.pdf ] and

[ http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter en/@38E.pdf ]. Further information can be found
also at: [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minoan_civilizatioh

In the Neolithic humans took possession of thendland approximately in the same period the idivi
ual groups of people came with one another intaneotion. Up to the middle of the second century be-
fore our time calculation no strange peoples amukan the island, so that the culture of the islsmnd
habitants up to this time developed without suligiliy strange influence. Accordingly the economic
development level, the company form of Crete waspttimal community.

In the Middle Minoan epoch, i.e. in the first haffthe second century before our time, the useahze
contributed exceedingly to the development. Thdstooade of bronze also brought an upswing in the
architecture of Crete with it. Palaces were esthbli, and when Knossos (dég below left and our
leaflet at: [ http://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter en/A®zE.pdf]) after a two hundred year
lasting rivalry acquired the hegemony, a protectsstl between Knossos and Phaistos {sgebelow
right and our leaflet, Page 2 ath{tp://www.kreta-umweltforum.de/Merkblaetter _en/608E.pdf]) was
build across the island. The coming of earthenwassels by use of pottery wheel falls into thisetim
also the Cretan tin-glazed earthenware arose.
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This all accelerated the breakdowhthe primal communityand led in the large settlems to the in-
crease othe arisen differences in throperty distribution and thus to tklevelopmer of the early, based
on slavery, class society.

The Late Minoan epoch includes not only the devalept and highest bloom of tICretan culture, but
also their downfall. As primargonsequences of the material upswing can protbe rate the increasing
splendou in the architecture of the palacthe development of a road system and lédut not least the
development of the seafaringgde and pirate ships). In the Late Minoapoch trade relations as well
political and cultural relationaere establishe, particularly to Mycenadyut alscto Egypt and Syria.

In the course of the fifteenth century before aaoret Crete became conquered a Greek tribe, the
Achaean. Here the breakdowhtheCretan culture began. It found its endhe time between the twelf
and eleventh centuryefore our tim, when another Greek tribe, the Doriaccupiedthe island. More
about the History of Crete and itsghaeologycan be found on the NLUK Watages in the form of con-
tributions and info leaflets athittp://www.kret-umweltforum.de/en/geschichte_en.!].

Buildings with rectangular groundplan were build©rete alreadat the end of the fourth centi before
our time and werat the time of th@ancient community common propertyarge,multi-level houses and
palaces from stone weestablishe already within the early Minoan epachhese palaces formed t
centres of the extensivaettlemeni. A design of a uniforntype of houses came neither now nor in
Minoan times.

The architecture of Crete showsurses, which remind of certain characteristiceldést Egyptian an
Mesopotamia architecture. The palace forwhere rooms are groupedound a closeyard or the form
of the flat loam roof camriginate fromhere as well as from ther&he buildings of Crete are speci
styles of specific living conditions.

For the buildings of Crete the mi-storey building method is characteristic. The dédfe height of ini-
vidual parts of the respectiwweral complex aimed at one hand the lighting of interiors; on the other
hand it finds its explanation in the differencesh&ight of the terrairThe horizonta running upper bor-
der of the front based on the flat rs resulted in conformity witthe different building heigh a staged
silhouette.

The columns used iCretanarchitecture were manufactured from woAt the most
half columnswere made of stol. Stonecolumns with rectangular cross section
wood columns were arrang in a line. Theorder of columnawas first undeveloped,
later it usuallyfound usagdnside the building. Apart from a littiscarcement of the
upper bordeof the fronts, only the doors and windows as weltreportico gave a
certan arrangement; in architecturccolonnade or aolumned halwith straight roof
beam is referred to as portico (see .

The Cretan architecture used froosettes and half-rosette composed coragevell as colurful vitre-
ous mosaic as ornamentatidacoratio.. The floors and walls were colmd blu¢, white or red. For the
colouring of columns alsblack and ocre.

It is extremely hardo give a recapitulatory characteristicCretanarchitecture on the bacof the so far
of uncovered remnant$herefore it is not possible determine exactly, tavhich extend and with which
means these have contributedhe general development of architectiActually the Creta architecture
knew already numerous kinds of the compositionpsitaand ornameal art, as they are to be fou

later in the Greek architecture, to which they wprebably conveyed on the way over contempo

Mycenaean architecture.

Source: MATE MAJOR, Geschichte der Architektur, Bd. 1: 2— 291; Ubersetzt aus dem UngarischerAufl., Akademiai
Kiado, Budapest 1974Refer ences (Internet): ,Zur landlichen Architektur Kretas" see at:

[ http://www.schwarzaufweiss.de/kreta/architektur. ] and,Die Architektur des kretischen Hauseat:

[ http://www.cretanethnologymuseum.gr/imke/html/d&80.htm ] German language only!)
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